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SHEARING MACHINES 
EXCAVATORS 
COMPRESSORS 


PNEUMATIC TOOLS 


POWER HAMMER SENERATING PLANT 
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FOUNDRY ACCESSORIES SHOVELS - DUMPERS 
CONCRETE MIXERS - LADDERS SCAFFOLDING 


STORAGE TANKS FURNACES - CONVEYORS 


ELECTRICAL PLANT 


+ 
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Whenever you require plant or machinery it is 
worth bearing in mind that WARDS might have 
just what you need—new, rebuilt or secondhand— 
in stock, available for immediate delivery at one 


of their many depots. 


ft . ; The Albion Machinery Catalogue lists these holdings 

4 cf modern machinery—200 pages comprehensively 

L. describing our stocks of machinery throughout the 


2 
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HAVE YOU HAD YOUR COPY ? 


—— THOS W.WARD IID 
ALBION WORKS - SHEFFIELD 


—— TELEPHONE: 26311 (22 LINES) * TELEGRAMS: ‘FORWARD, SHEFFIELD’ 
LONDON OFFICE: BRETTENHAM 
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WELDING PLANT pt havee 
HYDRAULIC PLANT | 7 
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Architect: L. J. Couves & Partners, Ca 
House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, | 


An unusually graphic example of the adaptability of Ruberoid— 
in one photograph two entirely different structures, a power 
station and a school, both protected by standard specifications 
of the Ruberoid Built-up System of Roofing 


There are suitable weatherproofing specifications to meet the 
requirements of all types of Industrial, Municipal and Private 
buildings with flat, pitched or curved roofs 


Architects and Engineers are invited to write for the technical 


brochures which describe these specifications in detail. 
Ruberoid Contract Departments will estimate for supplying and 
fixing Ruberoid Roofing anywhere in the British Isles : 


Adjoining: Herbert Carter Secondary Modern School, 
Hamworthy, Nr. Poole, Dorset 

Architect: The Borough Engineer and Surveyor, Poole, 
Dorset. 


THE RUBEROID COMPANY LIMITED, 93, COMMONWEALTH HOUSE, NEW OXFORD ST., LONDON, W.C,! 
Branches: Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Birmingham, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Belfast 


THE ARCHITEC! Bula inuary 
Above Poole Power Station, f Dorset 


J. GERRARD & SONS L® 


| General Contractors for the 


Rebuilding of 


THE FREE TRADE HALL 


| BUILDERS OF MANY NOTABLE BUILDINGS 
IN THE MANCHESTER AREA including:- 


| Town Hall Extensions, Albert Squan 
Police Headquarters, Jackson Rou 
s B Mc ke Stree 


Ship Canal Offices, King Street 
Bleachers Association Offices, Blackfriars Street 
Avecrott Power Station, Pendlebury 
Tratford Power Station, Trafford Park 
Extensions to Manchester University 
Extensions to Shirley Institute, East Didsbury 


>! 
Housing Schemes at Blackley, Burnage, ete. 


Head Office: London Office: 
. SWINTON Victoria House 
| Manchester Southampton Row 


Tel. SWInton 2261 London, W.C.] 


8 lines Tel. Holborn 8348-9 
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FREE TRADE HALL 
MANCHESTER 


Precast’ terrazzo step casings and terrazzo tile paving to all 
Staircases ; and terrazzo wall linings, paving and partitions 


to Cloakrooms and lavatories. 


by 


A TILES AND I I D 
TERRAZZO 
(Formerly CONWAY & Co., Estab. /870) 


l63, PLYMOUTH GROVE 


“INTERIOR ” 


MURAVEIN MANCHESTER. 13 ARDwick 


Produuts MANCHESTER 


HEATING & VENTILATING = 


£37 ¥ MANCHESTER 


1926: Old Free Trade Hall 
1933: Central Library 
1937: Town Hall Extension 


and 
now 


The New Free Trade Hall 


Heating & Ventilating, 
Domestic Hot Water Supply, 
Fire Prevention Services, 


UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE City ARCHITECT 


by 


—SAUNDERS & TAYLOR LTD. 


IMPERIAL BUILDINGS OXFORD ROAD: MANCHESTER 2 


London Office: 51 BOROUGH HIGH STREET - LONDON S.E.} 
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FREE TRADE HALL 
MANCHESTER 


On the night ot the Manchester Blitz, 


ANDERSO December 2??nd 1940, the interior of the 


bree rack Hall was completely stroved, 


6e leaving only the outside shell standing 
lo-day, within the existing shell, the 


building has been restored, and_ in keeping 


/DECKING|_ with the modern construction methods 


emploved, the use of Anderson’s Thermostee| 
D. ANDERSON & SON LTD. 
STRETFORD, MANCHESTER 


Roach Road, Old Ford, London, | 


Insulated Decking was specified The 
Illustrations show its particular application 


to the kree Trade Hall root 


'N 332 


5 
\ 
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FREE TRADE HALL, 


MANCHESTER. 


The Floors, Balconies 
and Flat Roof are 
constructed on the 
Armoured Tubular 
Pre-Cast Concrete 
System and were 
designed, manufac- 
tured and erected by 


C. MUSKER BROS. LTD. 
SWINTON, MANCHESTER. 


phones: SWinton 1809 & 1520 
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MANCHESTER FREE TRADE HALL 


JACONELLO (MANCHESTER) LIMITED 


10 CORPORATION STREET, 
MANCHESTER 4 


LEEDS CLEANING CO., 
(BUILDINGS), LTD. 
22 NEVILLE ST., LEEDS, 1. 


ESTABLISHED 1898 TEL.: LEEDS) 24213 


BUILDING CLEANING & RESTORATION 


ad on to the exterior cleaning of the Free Trade Hall, recent contracts 
de work in: 


BOURNEMOUTH 
EDINBURGH 
LONDON 
LIVERPOOL 
LLANDUDNO 
HULL 
WORCESTER 
DINGWALL 
CAERNARVON 
DERBY 
BURNLEY 
BIRKENHEAD 
BIRMINGHAM 
SCUNTHORPE 
BRADFORD, ETC. 


Among these contracts are public buildings, churches, 
banks, hote!s, war memorials, offices, factories and mills 


Our fac:!ties include a very wide range of equipment, 
trained operatives, and a laboratory equipped to investigate 
problems of stone decay, the whole being backed by over 
fifty years experience 


Write or telephone to our Techn 
B.Sc.) for further details 


cal Manager (Mr. K. C. Clifton, 


‘adsworth”’ patented Static 
ae voliage system employs 
ne continuously running generator. 


WM WADSWORTH A SONS LED BOLTON LONDON 
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W. J. Roberts & Son Ltd. 


PLASTERING 
and PAINTING 
CONTRACTORS 


Green Lane. Brook Street. Manchester 1 
Telephone : ARDWICK 39567 


it 212 Burton Road, West Didsbury, Manchester 20 


DSBURY 3466 


THE PLASTIC EMULSION PAINT ! 


Something entirely new in the field of decorative finishes. 
No sealer, primer, or undercoat is required. 


Fast drying, a second coat can be applied after one hour and it can be 
washed after 24 hours. 


Gives a decorative, satin-like finish without brush marks and is 
available in a wide range of colours. 


Having no unpleasant paint smell it is particularly suitable for 
hospitals, hotels, food stores, offices, etc. 


Write for illustrated literature and fullest inf or mation, to 
E 2 


| ty Paints since 
HOLBORN, 


| 
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The new 


FREE TRADE HALL 
MANCHESTER 


follows the precedent 


of the new House of Commons 


* 


The comfort of audiences ts assured tor only in the world’s great buildings, but 
iy many years to come in Manchester's rebuilt wherever great comfort, great convenience 
ae Pree Trade Hall. For, as in the new House and great wear-resistance are portant 
of Commons, all the seating is fitted with Dunlopillo has s Wy ft equal for long, 
Dunlopillo cushioning— the cushioning that luxurious and entre a ervice 4 
is rapidly becoming standard equipment not any country ar 


Tratle 
2390 seat cushions for main hall 
360 seat cushions for small hall 


1715 arm rest- 
for maim and small hall. 


300) seat cushions for nesting chair 


Leonard Howitt, Arch. 
Dip... AL 
M.T.P.1 


J. Gerrard & Sous. Ltd. Swinton. 


Messrs. Cox & Co. Watford) Lid... 
Watford. Herts. 


FOUNDERS OF THE LATEX FOAM INDUSTRY 
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esn’t sound Itke a busy general office, 


t? Thev've just put a special kind of 
) ng on the cetling. The boss says my 
horthand’s improved, but it’s really because 


I can now hear what he says . 


She’s talking about Acousti-Celotex, the most 
widely used sound absorbing material in the world. 
Nerve-wracking noise can be economically con- 
trolled by these scientifically designed 
fibre tiles, which are easy to instal and 
permanently effecuve. The 
warm white finish has an 
unusually attractive quality, 
but they can be painted time 
and ume again without losing 
their efhciency. 
Acousu-Celotex is a £ money 
saver’. By preventing noise- 
fatigue, it lowers absenteeism 
Today it is an essential feature 


of modern business architecture 


CELOTEX LIMITED, N. CIRCULAR RD., SPONEBRIDGE PARK, LONDON, N.W.10, (ELGar 5717 
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The Licence 


The inerease in the private housing ratio means more work for the Architect. Dozens of Mr & Vir- 
Browns now feel pretty certain that their leences will be granted. and are anxious to get ahead with the design. 
So copies of the first: plans of their long awaited home will be more than weleome! Nor will Mero Arehiteet fail 


to share his client pleasure. And itis eur pleasure and privilege to continue in the service of the archite 


The tracing you have no time toe de send itte WEST! And these <hetehe. and pre liminary 
sheets WEST Deelines willbe reads on time and help to keep costs down... That faded can be tran-- 
formed inte sharp. clean Copies need be and coloured as re very known ts 


used at WEST. backed by over 60 vears of \per 


ence, We are. of course eXperts in Prue-to-Seal 
...and these 


are your copies, 
Mr. Brown 


including Copies on opaque « loth and tracing cloth 
for permanent records. True-to-Seale on celluloid 
for overlays. and multi-colour True-to-Seale for 
drainage miains-services Map plan 
mounting come within our seope and new 
developments include our Plastiken” process for 
Weather-prooting plans which (quite something ! 
Without noticeable increase in weight or thieknes- 
plan is permanently sandwiched between 
two ultra-thin sheets of Cellulose Neetate tilm 


easy to handle, easy te clean. easy te read .. 


weatherprooted by PLASTIRNON! Our drawing 


othee will ghadls help vou out by modifving 


and adapting plans te your instruction- and 
with laveuts, and drafts. print-colouring we ean save vour valuable time by dupheating specitteations 
and bills of quantity. Se we, toe. share your interest in The Licence. and stand by te give our very best 


services, as Te quired. 


WEST 


pholo-copies 
and drawing office services 


A. West & Partners 36 Broadway, Westminster, London, S.W. Telephone: WHhtehall 3677 
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FINLOCK 
GUTTERS 
Save £30 


PER PAIR OF HOUSES 


OMISSIONS 


wn Pre 


ADDITIONS 


PRE-CAST EAVES COMPLETE WITH ALL FITTINGS FIXED IN 


FINLOCK GUTTERS LTD., 


20. ST. JOHN'S RD., TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT ‘by Ar 


pe atior 
Wor uw F grea 
Barnstaple Devon Musselburgh, Midlothian crete e 
Cwmbran, Monmouthshire Southam, Warwickshire fa tated t 
Leeds, Yorkshire. Southborough, Kent iow 


RED HEART & WHITE HEARTY, 


LOCKED-STITCH SOLID 
BRAIDED COTTON 
BRITISH MADE FROM THE WORLD'S BEST COTTON-—LASTS ALIFETIME — Send for sample and particulars 


G. E. MEWIS, LTD., Midland BIRMINGHAM 3. 


~ 


For many years to come economy in fuel 


ind conservation of heat will be a major 


consideration for house designers. App ied 
loosely between ceiling joists, or draped 


across the joists in roofs tn its quilted form, 


J) & B Mineral Wool is the economic solution 
to an economic problem. 

J & B Mineral Wool, the finest known 
barrier against loss of heat, is specified by 


Architects and Engineers throughout the 


J&B 


country 


THE COMPLETELY EFFICIENT THERMAL & ACOUSTIC INSULATOR 
Fireproof, Mouldproof and Anti-Vermin, Non Corrosive, Water Repellent, Not 
= given to Settiement— J & B keeps its great insulating powers PERMANENTLY 


JONES é BROADBENT LTD. 


Perren Street, London N.W.5. Tel : GULliver 2120, 5548 9. 
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LOND 


HE County Council has passed the plan sent 


from its departments and committees 


becomes the statutory Development Plan ; it 1s now 


for comment and approval 


submitted to the Minister 


is, of course, required under 


an act of Parliament, a technical and legal instruction 


The plan so submitted 


to “‘ show a leg ”’ ; it is stressed that it will be spread 
over a period of twenty vears and will cost 
County about £540,000,000. (Kingsway was planned 
about 1900 and, with Aldwych and its building 
was not complete until about 1930 

It is to be assumed that the background, ¢ 
master reference for the new plan, 1s to be 
the 1943 Plan of Forshaw and Abercrombie, the 
some respects it is difficult to believe that thi 


correct assumption 


While every master-plan must submit t 
in the light of successive examinations over th I 
the object of an all-over plan, which consider 


the interrelated factors of an area, is to be a backgr 
throughout all the changes that may 
occur, either in people or in space or time. As such 
it is a check against t 


encroachments of mere 
expediency or the vagaries, whims or biases 


for reference 


the 
of persons 
or parties or even of economics 

It is worth a moment’s consideration to examine 
whether this principle is in the present development 
plan. We would not wish to suggest that the plan 1s 
inadequate—for the present time, or that it is unreal- 
istic—within the knowledge and vision of its pro- 
posers ; but what it omits and what it drops from the 
original master-plan conception and philosophy 1s 
probably more important than what it contains or 
retains. Prof. Abercrombie that there 1s 
some satisfaction in “‘ that with the exception of one 


suggests 


important feature, it is substantially the same plan.” 
But is it? All the ring roads are now dropped and the 


YN 


PLAN 


railways and the river as a highway and the canals 
are omitted from detailed consideration as are many 
other concepts, for example, precincting and the 
location of main markets in relation to transport and 
distribution ; presumably these must be left to a 
more distant twenty years with which we cannot 
concerned 


Wheiher the 
ideal 


now de 


County planners retain the com- 
London be determined, 


cause statutory development plans do not require 


munity ior cannot 


this element of social structure to be shown ; it is 


presumed it has not been quite lost, for it is stated 


hat “ regard has been shown to that structure 
icularly in siting primary schcols.” 
he new plan has much to say which can be 
expressed in mere statistics; figures of densities, 
present and future populations, “ overspills,’’ open 


4 


aces, values of 


land required for improvements 
or the dropping of them) and so on. 

Che two factors most fundamental in the planning 
of any urban area are its communities and its com- 
nications. They are interrelated ; but the improve- 
vital to the life of 
truism to say that no 
cost is too high or no plan too long-term to accomplish 
the ultimate end. Communications are concerned 
with roads, railways, canals, the river and the air ; 
to drop whole sections out of the road plan is to 
imply that a new basic master-plan must be visualized. 
Otherwise we cannot but agree with Prof. Aber- 
crombie when he says of the road proposals, “* London 
is (now) faced with the expenditure of many millions 
on tinkerings which will eventually be ineffective.” 
The fault may be with other bodies than the L.C.C. 
and mainly perhaps with the Ministry of Transport ; 
if this is so, it is for the Minister to say. 


t of 


communications is 
that it is almost a 


so 


London 


These comments are but introductory to one which 
we feel is all-i.nportant. 


As time has gone on since 
D 


or ott 


1943, the planning of London has become less and 
less an ideal and a sincere human attempt to correlate 
all the qnalytical factors into a great synthesis and its 
progress has been marked by greater adherence to 
planning by statistics and expediency governed by the 
difficult times in which we find ourselves. (It is 
not an isolated phenomenon with planning author- 
ities.) We would maintain that the heart of planning 
is to be found in the exercise of both imagination 
and of scientific approach and that such an approach 
leads to a basic all-over plan of permanent value. 


There is, because times are difficult, because parties 
change, because vision and imagination are dimmed, 
no real reason or cause to depart from such a plan 
unless it can be proved, from all the points of view 
that led to its inception, to be at fault. To condemn 
parts of it from isolated view-points without referring 
back to the whole is a policy born of desperation, or the 
demands of legislation—it is expediency and not 
planning. 


There is a change of heart ; the methods of plan- 
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ning are fast becoming obsessed with statistics, figures 
and coloured areas on maps. The vision that paints a 
picture, even an ideal one, of what we should like to 
see London look like in twenty or a hundred years’ 
time is fading. We are left wondering and it will not 
be long before we join Mr. John Summerson in say- 
ing “Is there, at this moment, any ground whatever 
for believing in the future of London ?’ 

Expediency and statistics and statutory require- 
ments are the dull ways of progress ; even if they are 
necessary for the administration of progress, they 
should be regarded as tools for the use of society and 
not as shackles to limit its vision and ideals. Once 
this dull way is well established, and that is the 
direction that seems indicated, the eye and brain of 
the “ average man’”’ will no longer see and under- 
stand. The mediocre and thé dull will be the daily 
bread, and the jam of inspired contrast will disappear 
till all is flat, average, efficient and sufficient unto the 
day. Even the Great Wen is more timeless than 


THE ROYAL 


ME. GREY WORNUM was born in 1888. His maternal 

great-grandmother was a Riviere, a Huguenot family 
which has produced five generations of painters. His 
paternal grandfather was R. N. Wornum, Keeper of the 
National Gallery and compiler of the Gallery’s first 
catalogue. 

After school at Bradfield Mr. Wornum spent a year at 
the Slade and was then articled to ‘ts uncle, R. Seldon 
Wornum, F.R.I.B.A. During 1906 and 1909 he attended 
the Architectural Association evening school where he won 
a bronze and silver medal and a travelling studentship. 
After working with Messrs. Simpson and Ayrton for a year 
he set up his own practice in 191] at the age of 23. His 
first jobs were altering city premises and designing work 
for the Duke of Santo Mauro in Spain. For a number ot 
years he was Reader to Herbert Batsford and editor of 
some 5,000 plates, photographs and excerpts from old 
books for a series of books on architectural details, chiefly 
of the eighteenth century. 

At the start of the 1914-1918 war Mr. Wornum served 
with the Artists’ Rifles and then with the Durham Light 
Infantry. He was wounded on the Somme, losing his 
right eye. After the war he went into partnership with 
P. D. Hepworth, F.R.I.B.A., and with him did much altera- 
tion work in the City and West End. Subsequently he 
went into partnership with Mr. Louis de Soissons, 
F.R.I.B.A., and did much domestic work. With Mr. de 
Soissons he was appointed architect to a majority of the 
schemes for the Haig Memorial Homes, building schemes 
at Morden, Liverpool, Sheffield, Warrington and Penzance 
Also with Mr. de Soissons his was among the six premiated 
designs for the Million Masonic Memorial Competition, an 
example of the type of vertical planning subsequently 
employed in the R.I.B.A. design. Some examples of Mr 
Grey Wornum’s work are : - 

Flats: At Kensington and Lambeth and in Birmingham 
with A. C. Tripe, F.R.I.B.A Convalescent Home: Callis 
Court, Broadstairs, Kent. Houses: In Weymouth Street 
Bayswater (with A. C. Tripe, F.R.I.B.A.) and in Hamilton 
Terrace. Housing Schemes: In Dorking and Lambeth and 


this certainly deserves better long-term 
treatment. 
MEDALLIST POOR 


in Coventry (with Richard Sheppard, F.R.IL.B.A Office 


Buildings: Electricity Authority, Surbiton. Gas Industry 
House (with Sir Aston Webb Schools: Brit Girls’ 
College, Alexandria, Egypt. Ships: Ist-Class accommoda- 
tion for R.M.S. Queen Elizabeth. Shops: For Gas, Light 
& Coke Company, at Leytonstone and for London Elec- 
tricity Supply, at Streatham Stadium: For greyhound 
racing at Clapton (with A. C. Tripe, F.R.I.B.A Street 
Decorations: For the Coronation in Regent Street, Strand, 


Whitehall and Parliament Street 
In 1938 he designed the Highways Depot for 
of Westminster—a central refuss 
—for which he 
Bronze Medal 
In 1949/50 he replanned Parliament Square 


the City 
depot costing £220,000 
awarded the London Archit 


Was ~cture 
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EVENTS 


AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 
I wonder that anyone has the nerve to wish his friends 
such a year with the Prime Minister’s ominous pre 
Christmas threats still ringing in his ears. All the same 
daresay we shall manage, and agree, this time next year 
with last week’s leader that “it might have been worse.’ 
I thought that Christmas was badly arranged this year 
Next year it will be different. Christmas day falls on a 
Thursday thus giving three days for recovery, and trying 
out one’s presents. My nicest present thi 


I 


electric train which I gave one of my children. So far 
does not require a special room but it may in time 
Between us we added thirty books to our library and if 
we go on at this rate we shall certainly need a new wing 
to the house before long 

Trade Christmas presents are not what they were 
Whether this is caused by shortage of money or the diff 
dence of architects in breaking the letter of the code of 
professional conduct I do not know, but small pocket 
diaries now take the place of cases of champagne and large 
boxes of Havanna cigars. Mind you I have never even 
been offered either champagne or cigars but I have always 
understood that in the good old days 

Very few architects can use more than two diaries at 
once. One is usually kept in the pocket of the suit one 
wore yesterday and the other is, or should be, on one’s 
office desk. Much time is spent trying to make the entries 
coincide in each book. Some architects do not pay sufh 
cient attention to this interesting and important facet of 
their professional lives with the result that they have to 
employ two secretaries to straighten things out instead of 
one. One architect I know has only one diary and this 
is in his pocket, so that it is quite impossible to make an 
appointment when he is out. Faced with a small pile of 
charming little diaries at the end of the year it is very 
difficult to decide which to use. Theoretically I suppose 
one should send them all back with a polite note; but who 
does? The trouble is that there are not enough to go 
round the office and to satisfy family demands as well 
Indeed there are too few diaries not too many 

Last New Year’s Day I made several resolutions and 
looking back I find that by some chance I have kept most 
of them. The one that I remember most clearly was that 
I resolved not to let impecunious editors buy me oysters 

none offered to. British Railways to whom I resolved 

to be more polite have either produced no new designs 
or have purposely not told me about them. As for this 
year, I have decided to devote all my spare energies to 
the promotion of the further education of architects. By 
this I do not mean their further architectural education, 
but their preparation to fend for themselves in other walks 
of life should their main source of livelihood fail. To this 
end I am about to approach the educational authorities on 
the subject of special classes for architects in such interest- 
ing and remunerative pastimes as counterfeiting 
lifting, water-divining, fortune-telling, snail-watching 
so on. In addition, I am personally preparing a list of all 
those magazines which pay money to puzzle winners or 
the authors of published letters. My Absolut 
Guide to the Whole Football Pool Set-up will 


AND COMMENTS 


shortly and will be followed by my long awaited technical 
volume * Are Building Materials Really Necessary?” You 
will, I am sure, agree that I, at any rate, shall be pulling 
my weight in the hellfire state for 1952 


THE ROYAL GOLD MEDAL, 1952 


Everyone will be pleased to see Mr. G. Grey Wornum’s 
name added to those carved on the left-hand wall in the 
entrance hall of the R.I.B.A. As the designer of the build- 
ing he is already represented there by a bronze head by 
Mr. Charles Wheeler. The R.I.B.A. building is Mr. Grey 
Wornum’s best known work and unlike the work of many 
other architects it really is well known to hundreds of 
architects who use it during the course of the year. Some 
people do not like the building at all but I have always 
admired it although I like some parts better than others 
I know of no building better suited for the formal occa 
sion, and I am still impressed by the ingenuity of the 
section. It is not Mr. Wornum’s fault that the place ts 
now hopelessly overcrowded 

Mr. Grey Wornum has been living in America for some 
time now and for much of that time he has been very ill 
Recently news of his health has been better and I hope 
very much that the award of the Royal Gold Medal, earned 
by a lifetime of good and progressive work, will help him 
on the road to recovery. He used to be seen at almost 
every architectural function in London and I for one miss 
him very much. We all hope that he will be well enough 
to come to England to receive the medal. If he does I 
shall be there. 


A.A. SYMPOSIUM ON COLLEGE OF FURTHER 
EDUCATION 
Copies of the collected papers and discussions which 
made up the recent Symposium at the Architectural Asso- 
ciation can be obtained from the Secretary at 36, Bedford 
Square 


BIRMINGHAM STUDENTS TRY IT OUT ON THE DOG 


I was interested to see the results of the Birmingham 
School of Architecture experiment published last week 
The houses look very well and have suffered several sea- 
changes since I saw the Preliminary designs some long 
time ago. I suppose there will be critics of this experi- 
ment and we shall have cries that students are taking away 
the qualified man’s bread and butter. If such experiments 
grew in number to the point that they did interfere with 
people earning their livings then it would be a bad thing. 
but I look upon this particular job as a piece of excellent 
co-operation between a City Engineer and the Municipal 
School of Architecture. Mr. Manzoni and Mr. Douglas 
Jones—and the students—are to be congratulated on 
keeping the Birmingham light shining brightly. 


FRIENDS OF THE SKYLON 


‘he L.C.C. is considering carting the Skylon to Penge 
at a cost of £30,000. It seems a lot of money. I like the 
Skylon very much but not, I think, that much. Whiting 
in The Times recently, Mr. John Pudney suggested that 
in organization which might be called the Friends of the 


Skylon should be formed to campaign for the retention of 
the Skylon in its present place. This seems to me to be 
a good idea and as neat a way of saving £30,000 as I have 
heard of recently. Count me one of the friends, chum. 


THE **SUNDAY AND THE SOUTH BANK}, 


The winning design by Mr. Denis Mason Jones—who, 
incidentally won a consolation prize in the A.B.S. com- 
petition, interesting double—strikes me as being both 
competent and pleasant. He makes no bones about moving 
the site of the National theatre and retaining the shot 
tower. These are surely the key points in any scheme otf 
permanent development. Mr. Mason Jones has retained 
plenty of open space and has had the bright idea of incor 
porating one of the old wooden walls of England in a 
permanent dry dock similar to the setting of H.M.S 
Victory, at Portsmouth. 


THE OXFORD GAS WORKS 


You will remember the fuss over the proposed extension 
to the Oxford gas works. You may also remember that 
the outcome was that the Southern Gas Board changed its 
mind and agreed to build a new works on another site and 
to transfer the existing works to the new site gradually, 
thus removing an eyesore which has disgraced the nation 
for years. Now, quite suddenly and without consulting 
the other parties, the Southern Gas Board has decided to 
go back on the agreement and to add to the existing works 
on the grounds that an increased supply of gas can be 
obtained more quickly and more cheaply than by adhering 
to the agreed plan. The reversion to the original scheme 
thus comes up as a fresh proposal backed by a speech from 
the chairman of the Southern Gas Board, in which the 
principal enemy of planning, expediency, looms largely 
ind is strongly supported by threats of insufficient gas in 
Oxtord 

Che name of the Royal Fine Art Commission is men 
tioned in the speech as if its nod of approval were a gas 
works manager’s panacea. I suppose the whole thing must 
be argued out again and public opinion once more stirred 
up. Let us to battle then. Nothing short of the complete 
removal of the existing works will do. The first answering 
blow has already been struck in The Times by the Vice 
Chancellor of the University, the Mayor and the Chairman 
of the County Council. 


ST. PAUL'S ECHOES 


According to the Manchester Guardian someone 
recently had the temerity to fire a pistol from the pulpit 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral. I do not know whether Mr. Hope 
Bagenal was present but the réverberation is said to have 
lasted for ten and three-fifths seconds. Although Wren 
was ingenious enough to sound-deaden the floors of Hamp- 
ton Court Palace with crushed oyster shells—plenty of 
wealthy editors about then—he does not seem to have 
bothered very much about the acoustics of his cathedral, 
and quite right, too. It is said that the only occasion on 
which the acoustics of St. Paul’s were good was at the 
funeral of the Duke of Wellington, when the interior was 
entirely draped in black crepe. I wonder where it all came 
from at such short notice 


IDEAL HOME 


I hardly like to mention it, but you all know what 
follows the Circus at Olympia, which is now in full 
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layout of the main hall has 


The design for the 


swing. 
been published a slightly near 
Eastern flavour. A littl: too near for comfort I 


It seems to me to have 
should 
say. It will include a suspended bandstand “ high among 
the star-capped pinnacles that line a highway of 
green carpet.” I suppose that there ts a fair 
finding a fire-escape parked in the highway to 
band of suspended firemen to reach the 


moss 
chance of 
enable a 
bandstand 
It is hoped that one of the principal exhibits will be two 
houses, one three-bedroomed l t 
Dudley formula. These will be shown by the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government 1 
name again by then 
PERMANENT CARAVANS 

With the 


dwellers have been lenient. Permanent camp sites ar 


two, Dullt to the 


ind one 


it has not changed its 


shortage of houses my 


views on 


however, increasing at an alarming rate 
much concern to local authoritie In 
for example, one person in ten is said to 


People must live somewhere and if caravé 
precisely what the town planners 
being forced upon us. Bearing 
that a year’s Ide 


devoted 


Is not 


section of this 


to permanent caravé rprising, 
although it comes as a shock if you see what I mean. All 
the very latest designs will be on view crammed, 1t 


with You 


pleased to hear that according to a Press handout, the 


is said, 


‘superfine ingenuities.” will, I am sure, be 


caravan building industry “cradles an export trade.’ 


NEXT YEAR'S L.M.B.A. PRESIDENT 
My friend, David Woodbine-Parish | 

of the L.M.B.A This is an excellent idea. He 

is ample in frame and outlook and I know of no one more 

devoted to the cause of education in the building industry 

Mr. Parish is married to an architect 


is to be president 


next year 


, but this has in no 
way diminished his independence of thought on the sub 
ject—architects, not marriage 


HONOUR FOR FREYSINNET 
The University of Leeds is to confer the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Science on M. Eugene Freysinnet, the pre- 


stressed concrete pioneer at a congregation to be held on 


May 15 
ABNER 
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New Year Honours 

KNIGHT BACHELOR 

Alderman Alfred Ernest Shennan. 
F.R.L.B.A., J.P., for political and pub- 
lic services in Liverpool 

Hugh Maxwell Casson, M.A. (Can- 
tab), F.R.I.B.A., Director of Architec- 
ture, F.O.B 

Ian Herbert Cox, Director Science 
and Technology, F.O.B 

Ralph Freeman, M.B.E., 
Consulting Civil Engineer, South Bank 
Exhibition 

Frederick Measham 
DSc. 
Research Station 

Howard Vicars Lobb, F.R.I.B.A., 
Chairman Council of Architecture and 
Town Planning, F.O.B 

Robert Hogg Matthew, A.R.I.B.A.. 
Architect to the L.C.C., for services to 
F.O.B 

Cyril Herbert Walker, O.B.E., M.( 


O.B.E 
Building 


Lea, 
Director, 


F.R.LCS., F.R.LB.A., Director of 
Housing and Valuer, L.C.¢ 
O.B.!I 


Paul Herve Giraud Wright, Director 
of Public Relations, F.O.B 


M.B.1I 
George Alexander Sexton, J.P., 
F.R.I.C.S., L.R.IL.B.A 


Rosal Gold Medal for 
Architecture 


Ar a Counc Royal 
Institut Br 1 
Puesda De Mr 
Gri \ wa 

Roy 
Archi for the 

H King d 
the award and the Medal pr 
sented t Mr. G. Grev Wi tt 
Gene M 


on Tuesday, 


County of In 


inty verne Burgh of 
and Burgh of Motherwell and 


Wishaw. In 
have also t 
County Cx 


addition, two part plans 
ted, one by Fife 


1¢ “ Levenmouth 


vuncil 


Area,” which includes two burghs, and 
4 new town project by the County 


Council, and one by the Burgh of 
Clydebank for a Central Development 
Area 

The Development Plan for the City 
of Glasgow has now been completed 
and is to be submitted to the Secretary 
of State 


O F T HE 


Central Land Board 


Announcements 
Rebuilding—Other than 
Dwelling Houses. Third 
Schedule Rights 
entral Land Board will regard 
Schedule of the Town and 
1947, as per- 
iz, other than a 
be rebuilt free of 
irge as two or more 
her comprise not 
content of the 
ulable 


liding pius iny 


liding, or its founda- 


two or more parts, 


he f it art will there- 
ore | ht (provided it has not 

i to rebuild free 


de pment charge on his land a 

I ibic content 
tinal building 
it, plus any 


Rebuilding and Enlargement 
Ti rances 


rhe effect of paragraphs 1 and 3 of 


I S dule ot the Town and 

ry FP Act, 1947, together 

the Ex 1 itions (S.I 

7 N l vide an ex- 

lent charge 

ilt, enlarged 

ibic feet 

s) or enlarged to a 

rebuilding Phe 

I d B iow treat as 

gy or enlargement 

vil nce provided it 

ik urtulage as it 

X a ] ment takes 

idit land to the 

ts in a 

se of that land 

I red and a 

1 t ge arises 

( purpose of 

s 1 p nt charge in these 

I iril Te 

iff d ciples set out above, 

| lage without the 

idditional land is not large enough to 

il g 1 of the full re- 

building and enlargement tolerances 
ther 

Concrete Technology 
Lecture Course 

A cour Concrete Technology 

and Bu ration has been 

rgani of Build 


Edinburgh, 
juring the Spring 
uary 9, 1952 
ist of twelve lec- 
on Concrete Tech- 
nology will t given by Mr. J. V 
Valentine, L.I.O.B. Each lecture to be 
followed by practical work in_ the 


laboratory 


W 

The remaining seven lectures will be 
given by various specialists represent- 
ing the Ministry of Works, H.M 
Inspectorate (Factories), the Building 
industry and the allied professions 
The Chairman will be Mr. Norman C 
Sidwell, B.Sc., A.R.LLC.S., Head of the 
Department of Building at the Heriot- 
Watt College. The seven lectures will 
deal with Building (Safety) Regula* 
tions, Site Records, Labour Manage- 
ment, Site Administration, Mechanical 
Plant, Building Law, and will include 
a description of the work carried out 
at the Scottish Building Station 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


David E. Morrison, B.A. (Hons 
A.R.L.B.A., and I Melville Rose, 
L.M.LA.S., A.F.S. (Eng.), Chartered 
Architects and Surveyors, have 
icquired more extensive premises at 


8, Park Street, Mayfair, London, W1 
Tel.: Grosvenor 7522 (3 lines)), and 


their practice will continue at that 
address 

Messrs. Hammond & Jack, Archi 
tects and Surveyors, of 130-131, Salis 


bury House, Finsbury Circus, London, 
E.C.2, have taken into partnership Mr 
K. A. Saunders, L.R.LB.A. The title 


of the firm and their address remain 
the same 
Mr. A. W. R. Hewitt, A.R.LB.A., 


Deputy Borough Architect to Graves 
end, has resigned and is entering pri- 
vate business 

COMING EVENTS 
R.I.BA 


January 8, at 6 p.m 
of Award of 


Announcement 
Prizes and Studentships 
Lecture by Frederick Gibberd, 
M.T.P.1., F.R.I.B.A., on “ Expression 
in Modern Architecture,” at 66, Port 
land Place, W.1 


RASS 

January 7, at 5.30 p.m.—Ordinary 
General Meeting. Address by W. H 
Rothwell, B.Sc., F.R.1.C.S., on “ The 
Theory of the Effect of the 
Town an Planning Act, 
1947,” at 1 Street, S.W.1 
L.M.B.A 

January 9, at 2 p.m 


Meeting, 


Valuations 
Country 
2, Gt Georg: 
Annual General! 
preceded by a luncheon at 


12.45 for 1 p.m. at Derry & Tom’s 
Restaurant, Kensington High Street 
Guest of Honour, Mr. D. E. Wood 


bine Parish, F.1.0.B 


The Late Harry Batsford 


HE death of Harry Batsford (Hon 

A.R.I.B.A.) leaves a very real gap 
in the world of architectural apprecia- 
tion. For the firm whose head he was 
has done very much, by its publica- 
tions designed to reach a larger public 
than those who will ever read or con- 
sult detailed or specialist works on 
architecture, to “put architecture on 
the map” as one of the arts to be seen 
and appreciated among the noblest; 


there is sull, of course, a vast amount 
to do, and one hopes that Harry Bats- 
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ford’s successors will conunue and re- 
inforce their work in the field of archi- 
tectural education. 

The way in which Harry Batsford’s 
work was chiefly done was by the 
bringing out of a long series of 
“popular,” copiously illustrated works 
on almost every imaginable aspect of 
English architecture and topography. 
The text that went with the illustra- 
uons was sometimes less expert and 
specialist than in the firm’s earlier, and 
in many cases more lavish, productions, 
but some of their more recent publica- 
tions within the field of their current 


Cc O R 


CIAM 


A Postcript to the Report of 
July 26, 1951 
To the Editor of A. & BN. 

Sir,—From my report on the CIAM 
Meeting on architectural education an 
interesting correspondence de- 
veloped with Prof. Gropius. 

Prof. Gropius gives me a free hand 
in quoting from his letters and his 
cause is best served by quoting these 
as fully as possible. He writes: 

Dear Mr. Rosenthal, 

I have read with interest your report 
on the discussion of architectural edu- 
cation during our CIAM Conference 
in July of this year. I felt your report 


Conference 


was excellent, but I missed one im- 
portant point. 
You state: “I have heard all this 


before” but the main issue of my talk 
was something which I have not vet 
heard in a direct way anywhere else 
I have decided to run amok against 
the usual set-up in our profession, a 
gentleman’s profession of trusteeship, 
with over-emphasis on esthetics. I am 
going round telling every student that 
he should not follow the so-called 
ethical outline of the leading profes- 
sional organizations but that I see hope 
tor the profession only if he joins 
hands with the engineer and contractor, 
that is to say that he goes back into 
the building production. This was 
more or the essence of my talk 
ind of a similar talk that was given over 
the B.B.C. and published the 
Listener of Aug. 23, 1951, entitled 
“Architecture in the Scientific Age.” 
I am sure the professional organiza- 
tions at present will not like the ap- 
proach, but I have come to the con- 
clusion that I will fight for this opinion, 
because there I see the only hope of 
getting our profession into the lead 
again. I thought that this ts definitely 
opening a new front in architectural 
education which ts a challenge to the 
conditions as they are, and which will 
have a lot of consequences—if accepted 
for our curriculum. 
Very sincerely yours, 
Walter Gropius, 
Professor of Architecture. 


less 


This is not an appropriate occasion 
to enlarge on my own thoughts on the 
matter but I feel an excerpt from my 


policy, for example, those on Geor- 
gian churches and the Adam and 
Regency styles, have been among the 
leading and standard authorities on 
their subjects. Even the works which 
less obviously set out to be exhaustive 
were none the less excellent as provid- 
ing valuable indications, in every part 
of the country and for many subjects, 
of what there is to see and where one 
can see it and then form one’s own 
judgment, while the popular presuge of 
the firm, built up in very large measure 
by Harry Batsford’s direction of their 
affairs, draws readers who might not 


E P D 


letter to Gropius in reply might be 
acceptable. It does, of course, not 
touch at this stage on the vital item in 
connection with professional ideology 


——TI am sorry if I sounded somewhat 
superior when I said: “I seem to have 
heard all this before” and it only 
shows how careful one has to be when 
putting anything into print. It is true 
enough that your main point has never 
been said so directly before, but after 
attending conferences on achitectural 
education up and down the country and 
being myself closely connected with 
architectural education I felt that on 
the whole the thoughts and require- 
ments expressed by CIAM were no 
longer new, at least to teachers of archi- 
tecture at the more progressive schools 
of which ours—Leicester—is one. On 
this I did enlarge in my report. As to 
your chief point, regarding joining 
hands with the engineer and contractor, 
this idea seems to be taking shape 
slowly in some of the curricula. How- 
ever, the objection to closer collabora- 
tion, particularly with the contractor, 
seems to be coming as much from that 
side as from the architects’ which may 
often be due to the fact that the archi- 
tect 1s suspected of not really knowing 
how to build.—— 


The remainder of my letter t 
with further thoughts arising out of it 
all and in Gropius’ second letter he 
takes up this matter of professional 
ideology even more vividly. He says 
*‘__T have found almost nowhere in 
the world any attempt to make it clear 
to the students in architecture that the 
future will force them to join the pro 
duction process again and to my know 


deal 


ledge no attacks have been made 
against the basic paragraphs of the 
R.LB.A., the A.L.A., or the B.D.A. to 


take a different course away from the 
usual trusteeship character of the archi- 
tect. I am delighted that you seem to 
think on the same line I think it 
will need a rather vigorous campaign 
to carry this into the forefront. After 
long deliberation I have decided to do 
so myself, because I have come to 
believe that this is the only course 
open to the architectural profession in 
order to be safe again and to avoid 
being pushed against the wall because 
the average man does not understand 
the trusteeship approach.——” 

He ends by referring once more to 
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otherwise think of getting a book whose 
main topic is architectural 

My personal acquaintance with Mr 
Batsford, as one only recently honoured 
by admission to the ranks of his 
writers, was too little for me to speak 
with authority on his personality. But 
I can testify without reserve to his 
friendly kindness, and to his great 
knowledge of places and persons that 
made him a mine of information on 
who to consult in practically every 
place in this country where one might 
conceivably go in search of architec- 
tural and kindred information. B.I 


EN C E 


the talk on the B.B.C 
every opportunity of 
further.” 

There are so many problems affect 
ing the whole gamut of architectural 
and general education, which I hope to 
make the subject of a’ later tredtise 
Let this merely be a postscript 

H. W. ROSENTHAI 


N.U.S Report 


and welcoming 
“pushing it 


To the Edttor of A. & B.N 
Sir.—Mr. Sidney Loweth in_ his 
letter suggests a visit to the U.S.S.R 


by 50 British architects, with which we 
heartily but we should like to 
suggest that the party would be greatly 
strengthened by the addition of a few 
building contractors and quantity sur 
vevors 
In your 
Was in 


agree, 


issue of December 20 there 
article on the ermanent 
Building Exhibition in Moscow 


he n 


Over 
Nikolai Kovalev, and we 
like to make the 
comments 

1) The top photograph shows a col 


tection ol 


ame ol 


should following 


mechanical plant placed on 
under trees, in what 
a public park. Is the 


appears to 


writer sure that the Exhibition in ques 
tion is a permanent one, and does he 
ppreciate the fact that the items of 


2) The second picture shows a 
group of boys being shown roun 
brickwork exhibits by a lady. Has M1 


i that the exh 


valev n 


CKWOTK 

cuous by 

3) Int 
vidence of 
or other mear 
facing, whil 
consist of all 
brick rubble 
in thickness to an 
be tolerated | 
Britain 


If this craftsmanship is 


typically 


Russian and the elevations of the new 
Berlin. Embassy are typically 
Russian, it would appear that the visit 
ing party will have no difficulty in pre- 


paring a fully comprehensive report 
am, efc., 
K. P. Rush, 
Director, Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., 
formerly 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd 
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TREE TRADE HALL. MANCHESTER 


architect 


FTER the fire started by the bombs of December, 1940, the facades to Peter Street and South Street and a portion 
of the thick inner wall of the Large Hall were the only parts of the old Free Trade Hall left that were sound enough 
to be incorporated in the reconstruction. In places the external stonework had suffered severely from the flames but 
sufficient was unharmed to justify its retention. Thus the long familiar elevations, pictured on page 16, cleaned and 


repaired, still grace the main front and side 

Built in 1856, the old Free Trade Hall contained several features which did not accord with present day ideas and 
standards. The opportunity was therefore taken to review the accommodation requirements and to re-plan the 
building, subject to the limitations provided by the retention of the two principal facades. 

It was required that the Large Hall should have greater seating capacity and improved circulatory and foyer 
space. The platform was to be large enough to accommodate a symphony orchestra and a choir with appropriate 
facilities and amenities for the artistes conveniently accessible. The hall was to be an all-purpose hall like its 


predecessor 


> 
R t 0 tf 


GRAND 


GROUND 


CIRCLE 


{ 


FLOOR 
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Levee 


PLAN 


Glazed doors ornamented with 
decorative panels whose motif is the 
cotton plant, lead from the Peter 
Street arcade to the entrance halls 
The first doors, next to South Street 
lead into the Lesser Hall entrance 
from which stairs anda lift give 
access to the small Hall on the second 
floor. The next is the main entrance 
to the Large Hall and with two others 
leads into the travertine paved Crush 
Hall which adjoins the arcade. At 
one end it communicates with the 
Lesser Hall entrance and at the other 
are the main stairs leading to the 
Circle and Balcony above and to 
Stalls cloakrooms and toilet accom- 
modation below. At its widest part, 
doors into the Large Hall surmounted 
by the Manchester Coat of Arms in 
relief and full colour form the central 
feature of an elliptical recess taced 
with blue hide panelling. To one 
side of this recess is a stair to the 
First Floor and, balancing it on the 
other side, a tablet commemorating 
the opening of the new building. At 
the opposite end of the Crush Hall is 
the entrance to the foyer at the rear ot 
the Large Hall; here the central 
feature is the stone laid by H.R.H 
Princess Margaret on 27th March, 
1950, to commemorate the start of 
the re-building. Above it 1s a mural 
by Mr. A. Sherwood Edwards rep 
resenting the Peterloo incident ot 
1819, part of the site of which is 
within the walls of the Free Trade 
Hall 

The Ground Floor of the Large 
Hall contains seats for 1,214. These 


ied so that they can be dis 


are desigi 


sembled into units of three or tour 
seats and stacked in a chair store 
below or re-arranged 
particular function. All seats are 
of the tip-up variety, with Dunlopillo 
upholstery and acoustically absor- 
bent surfaces underneath with the 
object of avoiding sound reflections 
trom unoccupied seats. The floor 1s 
of English beech in narrow widths 
polished for dancing and on all other 
occasions is protected by a canvas 


covering 


Sull any 


The total seating capacity tor 
public meeting purposes is 2,886 
and tor orchestral concerts 2,560 

The platform is arranged in ters 
to accommodate 100 instrumentalist 
or seating and incorporates a piano 
lift from the air-conditioned store 
beneath; here is also stored the 
console of the Compton Electrone 
Organ. Provision has been made tor 
the attachment of a fore-stage when 
extra platform space is needed 

The music stands are similar to 
those used at the Royal Festival 
Hall which were designed by Mr 


IT 
| Q. 
~ * 


R. H. Matthew, A.R.I.B.A., Archi- 
tect to the London County Council. 

The side walls of the Ground Floor 
are lined with limed oak panelling 
and the rear wall with walnut. The 
wall behind the platform is faced 
with decorative panelling in a com- 
bination of teak, sycamore and laurel, 
the central feature is the City coat 
ot arms carved on obeche and painted 
in full heraldic colours. 

Over the platform is a series of 
three sycamore-faced sound reflectors 
between which are concealed flood- 
lights. Incorporated in the reflectors 
are speakers connected with the 
public address system and others 
serving the electrone organ; the 
organ chamber 1s located behind 
and above the reflectors. The splayed 
side walls above the polished oak 
panelling are broadly fluted, an 
acoustic requirement which is here 
turned to decorative use. 

The raking Grand Circle and Side 
Circles contain 915 fixed seats and 
above the Grand Circle is the 
Balcony, seating 466. These are 
entered from Foyers at the rear 
reached by the main stair from the 
Crush Hall; cloakroom and lavatory 
accommodation for the occupants of 
these galleries are suitably disposed 
and other stairways lead to emergency 
exits in Windmill Street. 

The main walls of the Hall above 
the Side Circle embody decorative 
pilastered features which also have 
the functional purpose of providing 
acoustically diffusing and absorbent 
surfaces in the required proportions. 
The upper panels incorporate the 
coat of arms, in full heraldic colours, 
of bodies prominent in the city and 
neighbouring local authorities. 

For acoustic reasons the splayed 
side walls to the Circle and Balcony 
and at the rear of the Ground Floor 
are broken into a series of vertical 
planes at right angles to each other. 
For similar reasons the lofty ceiling 
over the body of the Hall is deeply 
coffered and embodies the requisite 
absorbent and reflective surfaces. 

The Lesser Hall is above the 
Lounge and seats 417 of which 95 
are in the balcony. It is designed to 
suit a number of purposes and the 
seating on the main floor is removable 
to permit dancing, small exhibitions 
and other functions requiring a 
cleared floor space. The small stage 
is fully equipped to suit amateur 


theatrical productions and a suite of 


dressing rooms and a Green Room 
are provided 

The Lesser Hall is insulated 
structurally from the Large Hall in 
order that there should be no sound 
transmission between the two Halls. 
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The decorative scheme ts simple and 
makes use of features requisite to the 
acoustic treatment. 


The new elevation to Windmill 
Street is in golden biscuit coloured 
sand faced bricks with sand-stone 
dressings and is relieved by eight 
projecting piers encasing structural 
steel stancheons each of which 1s 
surmounted by a figure in Portland 
Stone representing the different 
activities which took place in the old 
Free Trade Hall. 

These figures, modelled by Mr. A. 
Sherwood Edwards, and carved by 
Messrs. Bond and Hall, sculptors, 
portray the Dancers, Female Soloist, 
Conductor, Cinematograph Operator, 
Boxer, Schoolmaster and Pupil, 
Actress and Orator. 

The Hall is warmed by a combina- 
uon of direct heating and the circula- 
tion of warmed air through the 
ventilation system. Owing to limita- 


tions of space and the convenience of 


gas as fuel, tour Vesta gas-fired hot 
water heating boilers are installed. 
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The whole system is under full 
thermostatic control which is de- 
signed on the mixed water principle 
so that the correct degree of heating 
can be introduced at all umes with- 
out running the boilers at a des- 
tructively low temperature. 

The electrical installation is com- 
plex and incorporates several novel 
features. The main switchboard is 
housed in the Basement adjacent to 
the supply intake; the lighting 
switchboard is located in a Switch 
Room on the Ground Floor adjacent 
to the Large Hall and all lights in 
the public spaces in the building are 
controlled trom this point. 

The lighting throughout the build- 
ing 1s by tungsten filament lamps 
enclosed in fittings of various types ; 
the decorative lighting fittings in the 
Large Hall and other important 
positions have been specially designed 

There is a comprehensive emer- 
gency lighting installation incor- 
porating batteries supplying 240 volts 
pressure operating through an auto- 


January 3, 1952 


matic change-over switch in the 
event of failure of the main supply 

The platform lighting equipment 
in the Large Hall and the auditorium 
general lighting are controlled by 
motorized dimmer banks which can 
be operated from remote controls in 
three alternative positions—from the 
side of the platform, from the film 
projection suite and from a control 
console at a position on the Side 
Circle 

The Lesser Hall stage is installed 
with suitable stage lighting equip- 
ment controlled trom the electrician’s 
gallery at the side of the stage 

Public address systems are in- 
stalled in the Large Hall and the 
Lesser Hall; a tie line provides for 
the interconnection of the two Halls 
in the event of the Lesser Hall being 
required to accommodate an over- 
flow audience and the Lounge is 
equipped with speakers for a similar 
purpose. The equipment in the 
Large Hall incorporates a_ delay 
unit which ensures the coincidence ot 
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Entrance Hali 
leather and the fibrous plaster Coat of 


The dark panelling is in 


Arms over the doors to the main hall is in 
full colour. 


The Crush Hall adjoining the entrance 
arcade with ticket booth on the left. 


MAN CHES T 8 


FR EE 


HALL 


Foyer at rear of the stalls showing the Peterioo mural by A. Sherwood 
Edwards and foundation stone laid by Princess Margaret. The panelling below 


the mural is in Derbyshire fossil stone. 


the spoken word and the amplified 
word issuing trom the loudspeakers 
at the rear of the Hall. The dressing 
rooms in both Halls are connected 
to the res} installations in 
order that the artistes may follow 
the progress of the performance 
taking place on the platform or stage. 
In both Halls a number of seats are 
fitted with socket outlets for the 
attachment of deaf-aid facilities 
The B.B.C. Commentator’s Room 


and Recording Room are served by 
conduits to suit their cables and 
there are facilities for suspending 
microphones in the body of the Hall. 


A cinema projection suite is 
located above the rear of the Balcony 
and all electrical services are pro- 
vided to suit the future installation of 
projection equipment. 


The estimated cost of the building, 
including furnishing is £420,000," 
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The large hall taken from the side circle. The upper panels of the pilastered features on the side walls incorporate 

Coat of Arms, in full heraldic colours, of bodies prominent in the City and neighbouring local.authorities. The 

coffered ceiling was required for acoustic purposes. The view below shows the Australian oak flush panelling and 

exit doors at the rear of the hall. The detail illustrates one of the four types of seat. Two types of seat are 
capable of being stacked into less than one third of the area they occupy in seating formation. 


patent split 
form nesting 
foot brackets in 
10 swq steel 


portable nesting type in banks & armrests 
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The Lesser Hall which is designed t> suit a number of 
purposes, is insulated structurally from the main hall in 
order that there shall be no sound transmission between 
the two halls. Seating on the main floor is removable 


to permit dancing and other functions requiring a clear 
floor space. in scale and { F.S. details of the small 
stage are shown below. 
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Views of the promenade lounge looking towards the mezzanine floor. The section is taken through the lounge bar. 
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aENERAL INTRACTOR J. GERRARD & SON 


Subcontractors 


Kendal Miine & C Ha s d 5 te eed F Roof 
Ceicon Ltd € g of St work Leeds Cleaning Co. Ltd 
F g : Jacone d 

way 936) Ld 5 
€ t Metalwork 8 e Ge 
H. Heywood & itd 
Ferrants Ltd. Fibr Pla David Esdale & 
Pre t at aunders & Tay itd fF A 
Aut Associated Fire Ala 4 p ture Maple & 
itd Waring & G x & 
eating and Ve a d 
Pane rd Bath Cabinet Makers & Art itd gery 
James Gibbons Ltd. Library Shelves ankey-Sheldon Ltd, Lift 
a ‘ WwW Wadsw & Son Ltd (Service 
t F General Ele 
don Ltd T gne &Y d 
n Falk & itd M . 
& H. Nuttall Metal F Pe 
to B y F H.H Martyn & Co 
M rsf sing R Berlyne Bailey & Ltd. Maquette of 
Main Hall Seating - T. F. Firth & Sons Ltd. M t Arden 
& Co. Ltd rg J n Orga o. Ltd 
lights LeesLtd. P »s Steinway & Sons. Plaste 
g  W. J. Roberts & Son Ltd Plaster Carlisie Plaster & Cement 
0. Pre F R 8 Musker 
Bros. Ltd. Pub Addres yste EM ales & Service Ltd 
Rubber F Korkoid C ative Floors tory Fitung 
lorrison Ingram & Co. Led teelwork Redpath Brown & 
Ltd tee! Flooring tarrtreads, Handra 4 s Tube Ro 
Robert Walker & Son (Mancheste tone € g Hewitts 
Ltd Terrazz Conway (Tiles) Terrazzo Ltd The 
Decking D. Anders & itd. Travert nd Black 
ving C. & H. Pattes d Vocuu g F 
srtevant Enginee Ww Met Willams & 


Withams Led 


The facades adjoining Peter Street and South Street 
have been retained. The new elevation to Windmill 
Street, shown above, is in golden biscuit coloured 
sand faced bricks with sandstone dressings. The 
projecting piers are surmounted by figures in 
Portland Stone modelled by Mr. A. Sherwood 
Edwards. 


city Architect 
The following senior members of the staff of the City 


Architect's Department have been associated with the 
reconstruction 


Senior Assistant Architect in charge H. Hollingworth 
Senior Assistant Architect G. Bardsley 
Chief Building Engineer G. Brooks 


Senior Assistant Heating & Ventilating Engineer 


Senior Assistant Electrical Engineer W. Seddon 
Assistant Structura/ Engineer K. Wallace 
Chief Quantity Surveyor T. Kinsel! 
Deputy Chief Quantity Surveyor H. M. Sta fforc 
Assistant Quantity Surveyor A. W. Nightingale 
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Acoustic Consultant 
THE new I Trade H had a reputatior ma uw zcousT The older hall was one of Victorian city 
ha It was free from echoe } 1 reverberation-tin hen full, of 1.75 sec. which gave s we ; its dancing 
floor ped up about 18in gt 2 sitg mf ” rear sta ; and for the speaking votce days when publi 
ew } peak in public, 2 2 nsidered sa i those days it held about 2,200 new hallis stall a 
r hall first 1 foremost t holds for } I neerts about 2,500. To do this ont ame site height 1s increased 
hang more, and this means more sea r areas deprived of normal cetling reflection n order to counter 
i ’ und in und aller he pf m canop 1s designed in a series of three convex reflectors each giving 
pread a m a correspor platform a In other words each covers all—zhich is the peculiar service of te 
convex splay It ensures a that any return sounds are not used back onto platform and stall The platform height, Sft 
wove floor 1 high traditior ? 1 nt tr ell aloft, but also inevitably screening players behind 
m the flat from ea 
Owing rhang gallerte e ha 1 ” quditorte ith two sets of acoustic conditions—that at evel, 
and that at Grand Cir 1 refi i measured erberation figures taken by the Building Researé 
name Sta is ut Gr 1 ¢ 1.8 iz Sra el there are no wall absorbents ; the rear wallt 
not curved plan and en a larg sctural splays at rear have been stepped but not made absorbent 
el, h nvas dr J t f and protect the dance floor, and this increases unwanted af 
> 1 é remote rear paraft have ” rber prevent echo risk and ensure clean rapid playing The cetling 
\ coffred to a 2 sft M J ne is nod r at the Grand Circle level, but has suffictent strength even when 
heard fror ud under t aller There a urpets ; middle-pitch absorption 1 reduced to a minrmum 
In the Canopy t ts of openi ach 121 liam. provide for organ loudspeakers and for speech loudspeakers covering the 
main sea Car is a ike? r pla ” behind the microphone ; also, rear floor seats were deep under 
palle y idspeaker ve inserted im the galler ffit bu ’ dyected to the new mechanical delay in order that arrt al time 
f the r ands should synchrom n th 1 if lelayed system wa 1ed in conference with the Building Research 
Station ar ngineers of th “pp firm Messrs. E.MJ1. Thou ) is highly promising, and may answer some of 
le many wu? i problems of amplification in lar zing sub-gallery space 
The ectrophom rga? 1s sf j ned } ill by the John Compton Organ Company 
The Lesser Hall adjoins t flank wa Great Hall and some careful sound-insulation by means of di octated load- 
' bearing acture, and par ning structure 2 ind » ry, and was successfully carried out by the y Engineer The 
uccess of the acoustical measures thr hout a de heir frank recognition, and engagement at sketch design stage, by 
the City Archite Mr. Leonard H t and lean 1 ” 
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Perspective of the Stand from the North-East 
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HE provision of a Sports Stadium at Accra, to serve as a national sports centre, was one of the 
first tasks of the Gold Coast Amateur Sports Council, who accordingly commissioned the archi- 
tects to design a scheme which could be built in stages as and when funds were raised by public 
subscription. The nature of the site, which was presented by the Government and could therefore 
be overlooked in estimating, and the possibility of building in stages were the main factors in the 
ontrol of the design 
A programme of requirements was drawn up, in consultation with the Council, based on the pro- 
vision of maximum initial facilities for players and athletes with an easily expandable system of 
seating. It was considered that the site allowed an International football pitch ; a 440-yard six- 
lane running track with high jump, long jump, pole vault, discus throw, etc. ; six match tennis courts 
and two volley ball courts ; one hockey and one football practice pitches Accommodation was to be 


arranged for a minimum of 10,000 spectators with an eventual maximum of 20,000. 


Site 
The site lies to the East of Accra and to the West of the suburb of Christianborg. It is bounded to 
the South and East by main roads, along which most of the spectators will travel on foot, and commands 


a prospect to the South over the cricket oval and polo ground to the sandy beaches on the sea front 


Stand 

The stand provides covered seating for 750 spectators. These seats, which are at first-floor level, 
are approached by a central staircase and through a spacious foyer. Refreshment counter and 
enquiry desk are planned to open directly off this foyer whilst cloakrooms are arranged nearby 


Accommodation is also provided, at a lower level, for 2,500 spectators on uncovered tiers who approach 


their seats fromentrances at the East and West ends of the central stand. 
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In addition to the seating there are changing rooms for 150 male athletes and 50 female athletes 
with showers, locker rooms, canteens and a limited amount of dormit ory accommodation for visiting 
teams. A suite of offices is also provided for the use of the Council, the Sports Organizer, the various 


committees and the clerks. 


The construction is a reinforced concrete frame with solid suspended floors and tiered seating 
A light timber and asbestos roof is carried on cantilevered beams which are strengthened at inter- 
mediate points by cross-braced r.c. purlins. External walls are of concrete block and local stone, 
internal partitions are of hollow clay blocks. An interesting feature of the design is that all rain water 
is collected from the single pitch roof in an in-situ concrete gutter which discharges by mosquitc 
proofed pipes into water tanks under the tiers of seats. A constant supply of water is thus ensured 


for the grounds during the dry season 


TRAE ORGANIZER’S HOUSE 


The provision of a house on the site for the full-time Sports Organizer was considered highly 
desirable for the smooth running of the Stadium. It has been sited close to the main entrance in a 


position which commands a view over the main sports grounds 


The need to ensure privacy to the living quarters of the house, whilst maintaining a central position 
on the site, and the paramount considerations of cross ventilation and shade to al! rooms have dictated 
the form of the house. Thus the living room, bedrooms and stoep are placed at first floor level where 
they can obtain magnificent views over the Gulf of Guinea, whilst the office, dining room, kitchen, 
servery and garage are all at lower level. The boys’ quarters are a separate building at the end 


of a walled compound behind the house. 


The construction is of suspended reinforced concrete floors on solid load bearing walls in concrete 
block and local random rubble. A simple asbestos and timber roof, with a well insulated and venti- 
lated cavity, covers the living room and bedrooms. The flat concrete roof over the stoep is protected 


from the sun's rays by solar tiles loosely laid. 


General 

A local character has been given to both buildings by the use of stone quarried from the neighbour- 
hood which is contrasted with areas of rendered blockwork walling painted for the most part in white 
relieved by small areas of strong colour. The athletes’ entrances are marked by two giant African 
masks in ebony which will make a striking accent against the rubble walls The house follows 
the local vernacular in its use of wide shady balconies with timber balustrading in simple geometrica 


potterns. 


Coantrect 
Work was commenced in June of this year, at an estimated cost of £42,000, and is scheduled tobe 
completed by March 1952. The contractors for the buildings are Messrs Walter Loeb of Accra ; 


the site works are being undertaken by the Sports Council assisted by various local organizations 


1952 
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9. Stoep 

10. Living Room 
11. Bedrooms 
12. Bathroom 
13% W.C. 
14, Alring Cupboard 
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KEY TO PLAN 


1. Main Entrance Hall. 2. Cloaks. 3. Toilet, men. 


4. Toilet, ladies. 5. Stage. 6. Assembly Hall. 
7. Common Room. 8. Office. 9. Staff Quarters. 
10. Lounge space. 11. Student bed-sitting room, 


containing bed, writing desk, bookcase, cupboard, etc. 
12. Dining kitchen. 13. Toilet accommodation including 
baths. 14. Music room. 15. Studio for painting. 


Photos Denis Vincent 
» 


View looking towards students’ rooms 
showing typical elevational treatment. 


Seudents, 
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Jutland 


URING the operation of the resistance movement 

in Denmark, a_ strong feeling of fellowship 
grew up between the representatives of various 
groups of the population, a fellowship it was desired 
somehow to preserve. 

Shortly after the war, the thought arose of establish- 
ing colleges or hostels in the two University towns, 
Copenhagen and Aarhus, for the sons of partisans. 

The photographs illustrate the Students’ Hostel 
at Aarhus, designed by C. F. Moller, M.A.A., who is 
one of Denmark's foremost contemporary architects 

The site on which the hostel is built is ideal, it 
has a slope from north to south ; advantage has been 
taken of this in the elevational treatment, by means 
of stepping down at intervals. Advantage has also 
been taken of the existing trees. 

The plan consists of an asymmetrical block facing 
the road, containing administrative offices, small 
assembly hall, with a common room behind, etc. 

From the east side of this block, and the west side 
of the assembly hall, run connecting corridors, off 
which are the student study bed-sitting rooms ; this 
type of planning has formed a courtyard round 
existing trees, making an ideal place for students 
to study in the open air. 

Small dining kitchens are dispersed in the student's 
block, for preparation of meals and dining 

MATERIALS 


Aarhus, 


External Walls 

These consist of light buff multicolour facing 
bricks. Pattern brickwork at main entrance formed 
by recessed headers. 
Roof Materials 

Over main entrance, light multicolour pantiles, 
remainder of building, lignt multicolour roman type 
tiles. 
Internal Finishes : Main Entrance Hall 

Light buff hard burnt bricks to floor and walls 
Ceiling light hardwood slats, above same a layer of 
rock weol for insulation. 


Students’ Rooms 

Plaster finish to walls, ceiling light hardwood 
slats. Windows throughout, dark oak, double 
glazed, centre pivoted. 


View of main entrance showing pattern 
brickwork, formed with recessed headers. 


24 
— 4 \ 
\ ll af 
O li \ \ 
. > 
om 
© 1 (2 
\\ \ 
+} 1] 4 
> 
\\ 
‘ 
‘ 
VES Ss SFE SEE 


13 


ind Building 


7 


THE ARCHITEC 


) 
) 


NY 
O 


NOR THAMPT 


HOFLEY HOUSE, 


Butlders 


Wilson &- Son Ltd.. 


\ 


4 


HOT-DIP ¢ 


) 


ZS 


= 


= 
SSS 


Z SSS 


= 


— 


—= 


SSS 


News, January 3, 1952 
} \ 
)) 
(( 
ia 
)) } J. L. Womersley, & G. Hopkinson, B.Arch., A.R.LB.A., ( 
| 
))) 
| ))) | ( 
) 
WINDOWS 
| 7 
\ HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD., BI BERNER | 
3 A 


14 THE ARCHITECT and Building News, January 3, 1952 


THE SHOWROOM BEHIND THE DOOR 


In the past, small-paned shop windows and doors, that 
were really adaptations of house doors, gave little 
indication of the spaciousness and comfort of the 
showrooms that lay behind them. They were barriers 
between the customers and shopkeeper. But now the 
interior and the scale and character of showrooms are 
visible from the street through plate glass windows, and 
doors of sparkling, transparent “ ARMOURPLATE” 


glass swing back at a touch to admit customers. 


Open up and brighten showrooms with 


Pilkington’s “ARMOURPLATE)” Glass Doors 


> 


Consult the Technical Sales and Service Department at St. Helens, Lancs., or Selwyn House, Cleveland Row, St. James’s, 


London, S.W.1 Felephones : St. Helens 4001, Whitehall 5672-6 Supplies are available 


PILKINGTON BROTHERS LIMITED: ST. HELENS 


LPR *ARMOURPLATI he registered Trade Mark of P 


‘suai trad hanmnets 


LANCASHIRE 
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News of 


A REPORT ON A VISIT TO THE 
UNITED STATES BY N A 
RICHARDSON, B.Sc., A.R.LC., has 
10W been issued. The author is in charge 
of the Wood Preservation Section of the 
Forest Products Research Laboratory of 
the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research 

In view of the grave shortage of timber 
1 the United Kingdom and the para 
mount need for preserving all that is used 
inder conditions favourable to decay, it 
was felt that the visit should be under 
taken to enable the author to see wood 
preserving plants and to discuss with 
leading members of the industry modern 
methods of wood preservation, which 
1ave reached a high degree of efficiency 
n the U.S.A. The visit was made under 
the auspices and through the generosity 
ff the Economic Co-operation Adminis- 
tration 

The main objects of the tour were to 
tudy modern American practice in wood 
preservation, and in particular to learn, 
amongst other things, details of the tech 
niques used in the pressure-treatment of 
Douglas fir, hemlock, cedar and southern 
yellow pine; the protection of building 
imbers against decay and termite 
attack; the use of wood preservatives 
other than creosote 

Other studies included the fire-prooting 
# timber and the testing of impregnated 


the 


tumber d treatments for or 
altering the physical properties of wood 
It is proposed to circulate a detailed 


eport of the visits as widely as possible 
among users of umber and those engaged 
x vitally interested in the field of wood 
preservation 

The information 
# the tour will be 
ectures and 


obtained 


aS a result 


used 


Press his 


much valuc 
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THE ANNUAL DINNER giver 
t rectors of Wates, Ltd., to their 

he Café Roya 
1, on Monday, Decem 


Amongst the 
Jonah Walker 
Wvcherley 


Sir 


Mr. Norman E. Wates took the 
and the toast to the staff was proposed 
by Mr. Ronald W. Wates, J.P., L.C. 
who said that the company had had a 
record turnover during 1951 and 
from the point of view of work in hand 
and work in prospect the future looked 
assured Nearly 10,000 non-traditional 
permanent houses were on order 


responsible for 
London Master 
1 as from January 1 
ded in 1899, became 

zauons afhliated to 
there has been 
the two 
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signed be- 
ition and the 
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effect, the London 
the National Affiha 
zht all members of 
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d the National 
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aistering sections 


of the M.P.A 
iuse was brought 
by which the 


make appropriate 


L.M.P.A within 


ral affiliation. This 
I the 
ity as ofhcial 


e | ering r 

the L.M.B.A. now 
ation, the secretary 
ng the secretary 


ch will now be 

dm red from 47, Bedford Square 
MR. ERIC A. SEAL, C.B., has been 
appointed as a Deputy Secretary of the 
nistry of Wor Mr. Seal succeeds 
Sir Nicolas de ‘ K.B.E., appointed 
Deputy S« Ministry of National 


rH 


MINISTRY OF WORKS an 


es in costs, 


BUILDING INDUSTRY 


The ftirm’s Dublin office has also lately 
changed its address and is now at 54, 
Middle Abbey Street, Dublin. 


MINISTRY OF SUPPLY an- 
nounces that complaints have been re 
ceived from building contractors and 
manufacturers about the prices they are 
being charged for steel sold to them under 
the guise of “fabricated” steel 

Common expedients in use are the 
bending of reinforcement rods and the 
drilling of holes in angles and sheets 
Purchasers usually do not need the steel 
to be thus “fabricated,” but they are re 
quired to pay very high prices for these 
simple processes 

The Ministry regards these steels as 
price controlled. Investigations are pro- 
ceeding with a view to prosecuung those 
who contravene the Iron and Steel Prices 
Orders, when becoming involved in such 


transactions 
* 


AT THE NORTHERN POLY 
FECHNIC, London, E.C.1, a course of 
lectures on the Corrosion of Metals is to 
be given on Tuesday evenings starting on 
January 15. Application forms may be 
had from the Department of Applied 
Chemistry, Northern Polytechnic, St. 
John Street, E.C.1 


* 


MR. ANGUS BUNTING, president of 
the London Region of the Fedefation of 
Master Builders speaking at a meeting of 
the London Area 4, Hornsey, on 
December 18, drew attention to the years 
before the war when no_ housebuilder 
would have considered it economical to 
build less than 80 houses on one piece of 
land. The type of operation the builder 
liked to carry out would have involved 250) 
houses. In this way, the builder could 
order his materials, hire his labour and 
organize his job in such a way as to en- 
sure maximum efficiency and could sell 
1 house at the lowest possible price 

FROM JANUARY 1 telephone 
number of Messrs. William Mallinson 
& Sons, Ltd., umber and veneer mer 
chants and plywood manufacturers, of 
130-150, Hackney Road, London, E.2, 
will be Shoreditch 7654 


ONDENCE 


the British Bath Manufacturers’ s\ssocia 
Lis i to 
es of ial 
} i iV an 
1dditiona t 14s per bath in 
i l tangular bath 
ARMSTRONG CORK COMPANY. 
LTD pened further 
oft B ea at West 
( Corporation 
B 
CORRES P 
] he | rof A B.N 
Sir I not your ie of the 
irchitect and Build N for Decem 
er 13, 1951 progre which 
te the speedier 
n building sites bv 
As ar k vho 
vould OSE 
I f 
oul ) eferred t 
i I { 
r ‘ is for 
nakers direct on t e building sites, thus 
voiding the unnecessary overheads of the 


multiple handling of loose bricks at various 
points in their movement from kiln to the 
ictual point where they are to be put to 
ise as an integral part of a building 

The cages ” ould be of various 
uniform sizes having regard to the carry 
ing capacity of transport vehicles com 
monly‘used for this class of transport and 
also to the size of the building site and 
local conditions 

No doubt there would need to be an 
irrangement whereby the brick manufac- 
turers could recover the empty “cages” 
ind to be reimbursed for the temporary 
loan of the “cages” tot , but I 
see no objection to this and should imagine 
the saving of labour by the builder would 
more than offset the sum charged for the 
hire of the “cages.” 

On a National level it would be easy 
to postulate a very considerable saving in 
building cost and labour if this suggestion 
were adopted 


I am, etc., 
A. TURNER 
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Plasterers’ A 
The L.M.P.A., f 
one of the trade or 
the L.M.B.A. in 19 
a very Liose relat 
organizations and tl 
an Affiliation Agree 
tween the Nation 
National Federatior 
tractors, of whic 
L.M.B.A. wa in 
Region. The terms 
tion Agreement bri 
those bode nto 
National Federatio 
Federation and it 
1dministrauon of t 
So that the denut 
into the igreement 
| LMBA. vos let 
arrangements with tl 
the terms of the gen 
has now been done 
Under t new 
L.M.P.A. retains it 
' body representing t 
i tors of London, t 
of the LMBA. 
of LM 
| 
In 
fi discussions with visitors 
| to the Laboratory and in answering the \ 3 
iW iumerous technical enquiries on wood ; 
reservation which come to the Labora 
} tory, as the central source of iniormation : 
i on umber and it ise n the United 
| Kingdom and the Colonies 
| 
| 
guests present were Mr 
| 
iC. F.C.LS., Managing 
Dire f the Abbey National Building 
' Society, and Mr. E. L. Jones, London 
Regional Secretary of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Opera 
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GOOD, BAD OR INDIFFERENT ? 


Vo. 


Asbestos-cement 


URING a recent visit housing 
scheme i course of the 
foreman called my attention to the use of 
asbestos-cement gutters, rainwater pipes 
ind soil pipes. He said they were experi- 
encing a deal of breakage of the 
pipes, even before the houses were nanded 
over for occupation. I went with him to 
look at some of the examples as I have 
frequently heard of similar complaints 
The trouble was due, as I expected, and so 
far as could be judged, entirely to external 
mechanical damage, such as bumping of 
the pipes with passing barrows, as in every 
case the damage seemed to be confined to 
the length of the pipe just above ground 
level This sort of damage likely to 
happen not only during construction, but 
fier occupauon, when it would be a 
much greater nuisance. I think there js 
a very simple remedy, which ts to use cast 
iron for the pipe length immediately 
ibove the ground level, as t likely 
to withstand damage of this nature rather 
better than the asbestos-cement 


Pipes 
to a 


erecuion, 


great 


is 


1S 


I have looked up the various British 
Standards, namely, B.S.569 tor rainwater 
pipes and B.S.S82 for soil pipes in 
isbestos-cement and B.S.460 tor rain 


water pipes 
ast 
positions 


ippears to 


B.S.416 for soil pipes in 
uch the pipes used in these 
to comply, and there 
difficulty in fitting the 


1ron to wl 


likely 


be no 


are 


spigot ends of the asbestos pipes into the 
socket ends of the cast iron pipes 

I think it is fairly general practice not 
tO joint rainwater pipes but merely to 


leave the spigot end of the one 
n the socket below it and I 
zreat objection to this practice, 


pipe loose 
can 
so long a 


see no 


each length of pipe is securely fixed to the 
vall w 1 metal ri placed just 
below each socket f fixing of 
the ring clips is, of ependent on 
the material of the which they are 
ittached, bur it most important that 
pipes are kept at least L'in away from 
the walls to allow ample space between 
the St projection of the sockets and 
the wall face. Unlike flue pipes both 


isbestos-cement rainwater 


ind soil pipes 
may be jointed with 


cement and sand 
satisfactory iS a mortar made of 
one part of to two parts of sand 
with only s Water to maintain a 


really stiff mix. It is 
that a material 
be caulked 
ind pointing with the 

This job, like so many, 
difficulty of painting asbestos-cement 
when it is new; in my experience it is 
wise to leave it unpainted for as long as 
possible so that the weather may act on it 
A large number of different types of paint 
have been tried for the treatment of 
asbestos-cement and in my opinion the 
most sausfactory tvpes so tar seem to be 


important, however, 

tarred rope should 
jonts before fillin 

mortar 


into the 


indicated the 


those which have a chlorinated-rubber 
base or alternatively a bitumen base. I 
am hoping that when the British Stan 


dard Code of Practice for painting is ulti 
mately issued this will give the guidance 
on painting of this material which many 
of us have been seeking for vears 

This discussion on rainwater 
pipes reminds me of some other points in 
connection with  asbestos-cement flue 


asbestos 


pipes: these are normally made to comply 


00.—By 4. FORI 


with one of two British Standard 
namely, B.S.567 for the light quality ar 
B.S.835 for the heavy quality. 
ible care should be taken in the 
of the light quality pipes for any 
lar installanon 

ire suitable only for use with the 
apphances which do not 
peratures above 500 F. and in 
there is no possibility of flame t 
the walls of the pipes. The ligh 
of pipes should most certainly not be t 
burning appliances, ¢ 


Conside 
selectic 
I 


The hght quality 


vas 


1d 
r 


m 


particu 


for solid fuel n 
those of the slow combustion type For 
solid fuel installations and the larger ga 
installations flue pipes comply with 


B.S.835 should be chesen and even the 
should not be installed whe h 

of flame touching the 
asbestos pipes; consequently 
of flue whether pipe 
not be of asbesto 
Asbestos-cen 
be 


ISK 


cement 6 ol 


ld not 


ent pi 


shou 
used 


tore nnect 


the most satisf 


not intr 


doubtedly 

One sees, 
cement pipes poorly fixed. It | 
larly desirable that the 
fitted downwards 


rainwater 
penetrating 
flue, but 


wn 
the joints and 


when 


or fitting 10uld 


ARCHITEC! 


and Building Net 


January 3 


pipes 
pipe 


sand 1s not 


they are not at 


considerable difference 


Phere not the slightest po 
abohton ot 
1952.) 


the 
oftwood in 
softwood imports 
by the Trad 1 


expected tha 


permission to 
dards for 1952, witt 
ince should they be 
purchas 
They will be fr 


Inevitably ¢ sh 
British importers with 


the prese 

ind 
column 
market wt 


softwood grad 


given in 


the softwood 


ereve possidl 

sull holds good 

The new importing  systen 
show one welcome change for 
and joinery firms. Since 1939 cons 
have had to search for the particu 
species and specifications most suited 
their work, often having to be t 


ir 
with the next or third best 
be possible to request an exact specifi 
tion with a reasonable chance of obt 


it; importers and merchants will now buy 


with the requirements of their 
mind should lead 
economical use softwood 
saving in 


to I 


of ind so 


wastage 


Instances have 


been reported of sm 


plywood stockists being ready to sell 


reduced prices, mainly to obtain spot ¢ 


m 
me 


for commitments, and such offers shouk 


be taken avidly, for it is difficult to 


sec 


Now it will 


customers 


nore 


asn 


from I V 
of br there will b 
hes, but generally fron 
uppers, and prices must be 
These timber ire 
any of the light hardwoods 
sed as softwood substitutes 


Po inside buildings the sockets should be a 
| the upper end of the pipe length to avoid 
any risk of condensation within the pipe 
La finding its way outwards through th 
joint It is particularly important that 
asbestos-cement flue gag are properly 
jointed; cement and HE the desir 
able jointing material, and a specially pre 
P i pared mixture, usually cement and asbe 
. tos fibre, should always be used for the 
is joints, Whether internal or external 
When asbestos-cement flue pipes are 
be joined to cast iron fl pipes it 1s Most 
important that Mich fit a 
there is a Very 
. the expansion of the two materials whict 
. leads to failures. It seems that the most 
y atisfactory method of jointing is to leave 
a wide space between the pipes of the 
t two materials and to pack this space wit! 
1 material such as asbestos cord 
Another small but important point 1 
C relation to the fixing of asbestos-cemer 
tic fluc } to SEK Cu 1 ngtl 
boi I brick adequately supported so that there I 
: flu for 1 is un risk of the weight of a ser of lengtt 
ving carried by the lowest pipe or fittin 
este ind particularly important to er r 
rticu that termina ul ecurely fixed wit 
ild be proper joint materials and it desir 
outside ble that the ould | tayed idd 
8) » risk of tion; I ha 1 Many instar of ter 
ntering, the 1 pipe from which it was lifted by the winc 
; CY the pipe ire installe ind broken t falling to the ground 
TIMBER REVIEW 
e plan i pric 1 mmediate future ink 
3: Fimber Control. It heavy demand w h wil rtificialls 
porters will be given for p. Many pl stockist 
out 650,000 stan have alt vy adopted a f Iding 
~ idditional allow to ‘ 1 th bu ha eer 
red to pass any quict, in t delicf that the market mu 
national reserve trer en it in rts are to be cu 
ee to buy wit Re ment ts for plywood arc the 
try t 10 per cent er thar rren 
ers will be chasing pi 
™ 1, ld ead to any prices f¢ 
i ich parcel West African umbers fron 
inknown shipper thous n ard 
. : wood importer re holding on to these 
below grade TOCKS n tne t pc that tne 
ilue will rise with the general hardwooc 
. market. Great care should be taken be 
\ fore any higher offers are made for thes 
timber Their quality often suspect 
ind they will deteriorate with holding 
The quantity available sull large, and 
there is not the slightest reason for anv 
fancy prices 
* The West African trade is likely to be 
different in 1952. Many of the 
: Es shippers who came into the business in 
n 
| I 
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Showc ASES For 


MUSEUMS & PRIVATE COLLECTIONS 


As Specialists in the design and manufacture of Airtight and 


Dustproof Showcases for over 80 years, Our experience 1s 
F RE D K ° unique and we are undoubtedly recognised as the experts in 


the construction of every type of Museum equipment, having 


planned and executed many extensive contracts to house every 
variety of exhibit for the leading Museums throughout the 
world 
Illustrated brochures sent free on request 


& CO LTD =Dhowcadse 


TELEPHONE : HOLBORN 7822 (IO LINES ) TELEGRAMS SAGE HOLB LONDON 
HOLBORN HALL: GRAYS INN ROAD: LONDON W.C.I 
GLASGOW - BELFAST BRUSSELS OHANNESBURG & BUENOS AIRES HM QUEEN 
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orkstone 


AMERICA’S FINEST 
INSULATED PLASTIC FLOOR 
WHICH NEEDS NO SPECIALIST LABOUR 


Here’s the best news yet for architects and builders. 
From America comes a plastic floor which can be laid 
by anyone handy with a trowel... tested and proved 
during more than fifteen years’ service in U.S. Navy 
vessels, trains, buses, public buildings, laboratories, 
factories, banks, stores, hospitals, houses, etc. 

It’s completely fireproof, jointless, waterproof, resilient 
and easy on the feet and is a non-conductor of heat and 
cold. Grease and oil resistant, it will withstand medium 


acids. Can be constantly ? 
Forlorrices 


washed and will take any 
floor polish. Hard wearing 
and tough, it will stand up to 
trucking factories and 
works. It does not crack, 
chip, or warp and is coloured 
right through. It can be laid 
over old or new floors 
and hardens overnight. 
Laymatt Corkstone is 
new to this country and 

is just the job if you 
want the that 
money can buy. Get all 
the details NOW! 
STANDARD LAYMATT 
Where cost is a considera- 
tion, Standard Laymatt is 
sull first favourite for laying 
over new or existing floors. 
Sturdy and attractive in finish, it 
gives permanent and complete 
protection against dampness 
and extremes of temperature. 


Both LAYMATT CORKSTONE (in 100 Ib. 
bags) and STANDARD LAYMATT (in 
| cwt. bags) are powder mixes. Fully de- 
tailed instructions ensure the success of 
every job. From 253 to 706 per bag. 


%* This folder gives full de- 
tails of Laymatt Floors. Write 
for your copy today. 


LAYMATT makes old floors NEW.. 
and new floors BETTER 


THE LAYMATT FLOORING COMPANY 
49, POOLE HILL, BOURNEMOUTH, 1, HANTS. (Tel.: 4857) 


LONDON STOCKIST 
CONTRA TORS’ MERCHANTS LTD., 
$74 Wandsworth Road, London, S.W.8. 
The following Builders’ Merchants are recent additions to our Agents’ List 
J. C. ANNEAR & CO. LTD., Penryn ornwall 
CHAPMAN & SON, LTD., 88-89 Tamworth Road, Croydon, Surrey 


CORNISH MINES SUPPLIES LTD., W ee St. Austell, ¢ peer 
DEVON TRADING CO. LTD , Queen St t t Yard, Exeter, Devor 
ELLIS & EVERARD LTD., 10 East Str chiles 

HOOPER & ASHBY LTD., Guildford, Salisbury and Bournemouth 
KENNEDY'S LTD., Holdenhurst Road, Bournemouth, Hant 
HENRY MOAT & SONS LTD., Atom House, 67-69 Lowther St., Carlisle 
eee MOAT & SONS LTD., Atom House, Ruthertord Steet, 


Newcastle ly 
PONTYP RIDD RL ti DERS' St PPLY I rl), 16 Taff Street, Pontypridd 
SHARPE & P:SHER Pittville St t, Ch ite 
BE. H SMITH & SONS LTI ks G , Bir 
G. R. WATSON (BUII DERS 23.8 itche Row, Beverley, York 
Also at Le > near Hull 


Merchants are invited. Agency Terms 
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For simple and straightforward treat- 
ment or attractive decorative effect, 
tiles by Pilkington’s are most suitable 
for interior or exterior walls and floors. 
An interesting example of unusual 
treatment is shown above. We also 
specialize in faience for fireplaces and 
certain other purposes and mosaic for 
floors. 


TILES 


, January 3, 1952 


: CLIFTON JUNCTION, NEAR MANCHESTER 


Street, Holborn, W.C.2 


Phone: Holborn 2961 -2 
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Above : where a manhole j the k the prestressing cables are anchored to a special frame which 
t ty of reinforcement. 


e of the half tide storage tanks. 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE TANKS AT WEST HARTLEPOOL 


for the Ministry of Supply 


Of five tanks recently completed at the 
Palliser Works of the British Periclase 
Company for the Ministry of Supply, two 
have a capacity of two million gallons 
each, and are claimed to be the first ever 
to be constructed in this country in pre- 
stressed concrete The Magnel-Blaton 
system of prestressing was employed 
Two of the tanks are “' half tide "’ storage 
tanks, each l06ft in diameter and 4ift 
deep : and one is a sand trap tank 5SOft in ie ia ba prestressed concrete 
diameter and 46ft 6in deep. Details of these be ond to 
are illustrated in this article. The other vertico steps ct 4 O° intervals 
two are reaction tanks, each 30ft in diameter 
and 36ft deep tt of and 

Because these were the first prestressed first complete 
concrete tanks to be built in this country . 
the tank walls were made thicker thar 
actually required from considerations of 
working stresses in the concrete, in order 
to permit the concrete to be easily and 
properly placed and compacted. Thus the 
stresses in these tank walls are much lower 
than are generally used in prestressed 
concrete design 

Experience has since shown that thinner 
walls can be satisfactorily concreted, and 
thus higher stresses may be used 

The sequence of prestressing was to 
tension first the vertical cables and then 
the horizontal ones. This ensured that the 
tensile stresses due to the temporary ver- 
tical moments caused by the horizontal 
stressing operation were counteracted by 
the vertical prestressing and thus no 
horizontal cracking could occur. forced ete Meer lined 2-coat 

The horizontal cables are composed of asphoit Ya thick 
groups of four high tensile wires of either 7 
0.200in or 0.276in diameter depending on 
the diameter and depth of the tank. Thess 
wires r thick, against 
the external concret su e they are 
supported 
by a series 
vertical str 


O6 O internal diameter 
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tensioned colloidal grout was pumped into 
this hole to fill the space surrounding the 
wires, the pump being 
force the grout the full height of the 
wall, in one operation, unt 

sandwict 
topand spilled o 
filling of the duct 
beam All 


powertul enough to 
tank 
2 No. int. diam. gaivd 
tube ferrules 40 pairs tne 
equally spaced around 
circumference 


screed 
steel 


to fall 
fumes 


12” capping the 

oint between 

joint being tormed by c 

n the base 
Becat 


pass if 


and ther 


e of tt 


was decidec 

6ft height 

iow itevel 

tanks to collect 
forced concrete 
biem of having tt 
rim of the prestre 


holes thro pipes 


outside face of wall 
to be everywhere 
flush and vertical 


Prestressed concrete wall 
inside face steps bock 
trom 10° to 6° thick in 
9 equal steps at 40" 
ntervols 

the 
note: |O* thickness of 
wall for first lift of | 10” At the top stud wali, whic 
and also for first complete 3 hic 4in > ro r 
zou 3ft thick, a 4in deep groove was 

In this groove the prestressed 

rests of the 
was steel trowel fi 


The lower surface 
nished an 
coat of hot bitumen—this for 
joint surface betweer 
and the stub wa 

The prestressed shel 
mately 106ft al diameter 
h gh tapers in c ss fr 


shel 


which is appre 
ing 


inter 


om Il 


shiding 


yornt 


groove filled with 
rubber bitumen 


Cross-section through sand trap tank. 


ensure the correct spacing of the cables 
throughout the height of the wall. 

When the horizontal cables had been 
tensioned a light steel reinforcing mesh was 
fixed to them and a one-inch thick coat of 
mortar was applied pneumatically over the 
whole outer surface of the tank walls as 
a protective covering to the high tensile 
wires and their anchorages. This mortar 
also serves to bond the wires to the pre- 
stressed shell. 

The vertical prestressing was carried out 
with ordinary Magnel-Blaton cables which 


were located at mid-thickness of the walls 
From Ift 6in above the lower 
the cables are in a formed duct which was 
made by a tubular former through whic 
the cables passed. After each lift of concrete 
had been completed the former was wit 
drawn and raised to the correct posi 
for the succeeding lift—thus the cables 2 
in a continuous duct above a point Ift 
higher than the built-in anchorage 
the bottom of this duct a communicating 
hole was cored through the outer surface 
of the wall. After the cables had 


anct 


been 


JANUARY II 
DEVIZES at 7 p.m. ** SOME FACTORS 


LECTeRES 


strial Research, 
Cathedral 


INFLUENCING THE PERFORMANCE 
OF WOODWORKING MACHINERY,” 
by P. Harris, B.Sc., A.M.I.Mech.E., of 
the Forest Products Research Laboratory, 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, in the Assembly Room, Town 
Hall. 


JANUARY I5 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE at 7 p.m. 

“HEATING AND HEAT INSULATION,” 
by G. D. Nash, A.R.1.B.A., Dip.T.P., of 
the Building Research Station, Depart- 


ment of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
at the Y.M.C.A., Connaught Hall, 
Blackett Street. 
PLYMOUTH at7 p.m. 
AND VENTILATING INSTALLA- 
TIONS,” by J. C. Knight, A.M.1.H.V.E., 
Civil Engineer’s Division, Ministry of 
Works. 

LINCOLN at 7.15 p.m. “MACHINES 
FOR THE MODERN BUILDER : SOME 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN BUILD- 
ING PLANT,” by A. MacNiven-Brown, 
A.M.1.Mech.E., A.F.R.Aero.S., F.R.S.A., 
of the Building Research Station, Depart- 


SMALL HEATING 


MANCHESTER at 7.15 p.m STRUC- 
TURAL USE OF STEEL IN BUILDING, 
by G. A. Gardner, O.B.E., M.\.Struct.E., 
Chief Structural Engineer, Ministry of 
Works, in the Lecture Theatre, Gas 
Show Rooms, Albert Square 


SLOUGH at 7 p.m ** PLASTERING, 
by H. Andrews, B.Sc., A.R.I.C., of the 
Building Research Station, Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
at the Slough Technical Institute, 
William Street 


« 
28 
1 
o || 
? 
wo 2 + 
> 
Je --+ 
oo) and t this 
a structing a groove 
sting the wa t 
r of large pipes whict 
|. sign the base and bottom 
° } wall, together with the 
js these 
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te 
ve 
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sed wail 
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BSft 
| 
| at the 
4 | bot with the top 
ee S| rim. The taper is provided in a series of 
steps on the inside surface—the ee 
| | step de i e oute 
a | face being flust and rtical hro t it 
deing us ang ve cai oug 4 
be | | The space between the prestressed she j 
ey | | and the sides of the groove in which it is i 
i 1 | formed is sealed with a rubber impregnated ] 
! } | bitume the water fac The outer | 
space was a filled to prevent this from 
ye : becoming packed with blown sand which 
kompound sphait Mg thick shell under service nditions 
j 4 The prestr ed she f the sand trap 
tank varies thickness from at the 
as the storage tanks, and tt ase is 
floor slab 50ft interr diameter and 40ft higt 
4 y Nea the foor f the shell there sa 
2ft 6in diameter manhole The vertica 
. prestressing cables are located on either { 
prestressing force is carried across the 
tO opening by means of a structural steel frame i 
to whict the rrese nda } rizonta 
ele cables are anct j Tt frame encircles i 
ag the manhole and was placed after c reting ‘| 
ae ° had been completed. it is held in place 
a? by the prestressing wires which are anchored 
an e to it, or which pass over it if 
The Chief Development Engineer for 
British Periclase Co. Ltd. (Agents for 
: Ministry of Supply) was P. J. Metcalf. The i 
Contractors were Costain-John Brown Ltd 4 
al Prestressing Equipment was supplied by J 
Stressed Concrete Design Ltd 
at the Technical Colle 
| 
« 
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The building you need... 


is very likely one of Thorns standard range of Industrial Buildings, which includes 


new steel ictures for f ries, Stores, garages: umber and asbestos buildings 
tor offices, canteens, halls, etc., and reconditioned N 


en type huts and * Blister * hangars 


J. THORN & SONS LTD - Box 113 BRAMPTON ROAD BEXLEYHEATH KENT Bexleyheath 305 


*% Write today, stating details of your requirements and requesting prices 


GUARD "LIGHTING 
— its precious / 


A regular check on lighting installations is 
essential if specified illumination levels are to 
be MAINTAINED and if full value for current 


SU J o be ensured 
M903 Illumination Meter 
dings from Tungsten or Fluor 
whilst reference to the 
table engraved on the back of the 
iment makes possible accurate readings 
Neon, Mercury Arc and Sodium Discharge 
imination values 
Size I} Weight 5 ozs 
ce £5.7.0. Complete with case 
irther particulars in leaflet No. M715 


The calibrated scales (0-50 ft. 
candles and 0-500 lux) are 
set at an angle to enable easy 
readings to be taken without 
the possibility of shading the 
cell. 


ILLUMINATION METER 
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ADAPTABILITY WITHIN STANDARDISATION 


ARCHITECT and Bui Ne January 3 


Standardisation need not lack-of-adaptability The Brookhirst 

Standard Range is designed to provide a great variety of standard 

} combinations and also variety within each (combination Ihe advantage 
. to the user lies in the assurance of reliability at an economic cost, 

* and accelerated deliveries. Write for descriptive catalogue 31D 


Designed in accordance with British Standards 


STANDARD 
BROOKHIRST 


BROOKHIRST SWITCHGEAR LTD., CHESTER 


BRANCH OFFIC LONDON MANC HE TER BIRMINGHAM 
NEWCASTLE ON-TYNE R E F T 


Standard * channel-sprung’ contactor 


of pes handling to 380 amp 


shown with one arceshield removed 


Type SC5H panel, for a.c. straight- 


on starting, incorporating 


contactor, and 
load trip, tsolato 


stank 
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TO THE ARCHITECT 
SURVEYOR AND BUILDER 


f Yours the problem- 
Harveys the answer! ; 


Whenever it is a question as to‘‘ Where to get’ 


GILLED TUBES 


—remember Harveys. For the ‘‘Harco’’ Mild 
Steel ‘‘Tapergil’’ Gilled Tube is superior to 
any other form of Gilled Tubing. This type of 
Gill has no crimp, is twice as wide at the 
bottom of the Gill than at the outside edge 
and the cross section of the strip is tapered. 
For fuli particulars send for List A 806 


‘Harvey | 


(G.A. & Ce. (London) Ltd. 
| Woolwich Rd. London , 
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Notes belsw give basic 
contracts under 
authority which are in 
References indicate (a) 
work, (b) address for 


deta of 
locality and 
bold type. 

type of 
application. 


Where no town is stated in the 
UNIVERSAL 


WARRY HOIST 


WITH AUTOMATIC SAFETY GATES 
Designed to comply with the Building Regu 
The Warry Patent Building Seuipmalh 
Co., Ltd. 
FAGGS ROAD, FELTHAM. MIDDLESEX 


Telephone : FELTHAM 4057-58 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 
FELT ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS 


| POPLAR, E.14. East 1441 

INTER, FINAL AND 
RIBA SPECIAL FINAL 
Postal Course a t th exan 


The ELLIS ARCHITECTURE 


‘OLD “BROMPTON LONDON, 
447 


Phone: KEN 


NEW FLOORS fas OLD 
Wood Floors Planed, Sanded, 
Repaired and Treated 
FLOOR RENOVATIONS Ltd 


36 LAURISTON RD., E.9 Phone : AMH 1080 
Sandpaperinz machine; tor hire 


TRAFFIC SURVEYS 

Practical Methods for Planners & Road 
Engineers 

By R. B. Hounsfield, B.A 

A.M.LC.E., A.M.Inst.1 r 


Cantab 


for 
Byjaqneline Tyrwhitt, A.1.L.A.,A.M.T.P.I 

Ww I Waide P. London), 
A. M l 


r H 


Londons Finest newa secondhand Value 
ARCHITECTS PLAN CHESTS 


Steele Wood Office furniture 
Safes Chairs etc = = 


~ 


MARGOLIS- = 


378 580 EUSTON ROAD LONDON-NWI Phone £US 
Building and 
ior C Half-Timbe ancling 
Architect 


GATES AND ‘OAK DOORS 
A SPECIALITY 


Seasoned quar Flo Zz 

Panelling, et Mac hining dor and jo y 

manufac d t ad 2a & 
> 884 


WYCKHAM BLACKWELL Ltd. 


Hampton-in-Arden, BIRMINGHAM 


Telephone: HAMPTON-IN-ARDEN 3 


CONTRACT 
NEWS 


OPEN 
BUILDING 


ANDOVER B.C. 1) 12 houses, 8 flats 
and ancillary works, Mead Hedges site 
b) Borough Surveyor, “Beech Hurst,” 


Wevhill Road 2gn e) Jan. 21 


BERKSHIRE C.C. (a 


Clewer Lodge Estate 


22 police houses, 


Windsor b 


County Architect, Wilton House, Park 
side Road, Reading c) 2gn e 
Jan. 18 
28 houses, con 


Bi. ANDF ORD R C. i 


n of se road, 


ite works and 


4 we at Durweston, and provision 
in f 4l3yd of 6in spun 
oncrete and 1 i of sewer, etc., con 
struction of st wage disposal works 
ind KCa laying ipprox 
1,100vd of 3 b) Council's 
Cler Nord sa trv Road 
e) Ja 
BOURNEMOUTH B.C Medw 
tion of foundations, drainage, | 
Kinson S Borough Arc “ct 
Room 101 I Hall 2gns e 
J 12 
L. INGDON RC i) 20 houses at 
rove, O Harry W Smith, 
29 George Street, Oxford c) 2gns € 
Ja 18 
C ANTERBU RY oF i) 62 houses, 
Londor City Architect, 
Mu licipa B ld Da Joh « 
Jan 


Ad on and 


CORNWALL 
former P 


ex of ygillam amp, 
La o1 school b 
Co Ar Ce Hall, Truro 
Sg lar 


CUMBERLAND C.C a) Secondary 
school at Maryport t 


Cou ncil’s Clerk, 
The Courts, ¢ particulars of 
act da 18 
DURHAM « OUNTY POLICE AU- 
THORITY i) 1 pair of police houses 
with office, Welbeck Avenue, Haughton 
le-Skerne ») Police Authority Architect, 
Court Lane. (e) Jan. 21 


DURHAM COUNTY POLICE AU- 
THORITY 1) Pair of police houses, 


Paragon Street, Stanhope b) County 
Architect, Court Lane e) Jan 
DURHAM COUNTY POLICE AU- 
THORITY 1) Police house with office, 
Sacriston Lane, Witton Gilbert b 
County Architect, Court Lane e) Jan 
1] 

EAST RIDING C.C. a) Midwife’s 


annexe at South Cave 


b 
County Hall, Beverley 


house and 
County Architect 
7 
2gns. (e) Jar 


EL LESMERE R.C. (a 


12 houses at Tet 


chill, 4 at Petton, 4 at Cockshutt, and 4 
at Cockshutt, with sewers, sewage dis- 
posal work roads, etc b) Council's 
Clerk, Con Offices rrimpley Hall 
c) 2gns e) Jan. 9 


address it is the some as the locolity 
given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
last date for opplication, (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked are 
given in the advertisement section. 1 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 


INODOROUS FELTS 
FROM STOCK 
POPLAR, E.14. EAST 1441 


QUANTITY SURVEYING 
Postal Courses tor R.1.C.8., AAS. and 1Q.8. 
exams, in all subjects of each syllabus. Tuition by 
well qualified tutors under the direction of the 
Principal, A. B. Waters, M B.E., G.M., F.R.LBA 
Descriptive booklet on request 

THE ELLIS SCHOOL 
103C, OLD RD., LONDON, 8.W.7 


Phone: KEN 447 at Worcester | 


RINGMER_ BUILDING 
WORKS, LTD. 


BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 
Joinery Specialists 
RINGMER : LEWES : SUSSEX 


Telephone: Lewes 300 


Specify 
CERRUX 
DECORATIVE PAINTS 


CELLON LTD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


So much depends on your Floors 
Compare the value of ** Modernite "’ 


Magnesite Jointless Flooring 
MODERN TILE & FLOOR COMPANY to | 
62-62a, Brewery Road, LONDON, N.7 

TEL NOR 461 


GET DOWN TO EARTH... 


Use ERROL, the pioneer drainage pipe 
of the land. Light, durable and porous, 
they are less liable to break in transit 


and are The best in the long run 
Made in IX lengths, in widths from 3° 
to 12 Lots of 1000 can be delivered 


from stock immediately if it's an im- 
portant job you're t is wiser and 
cheaper to use ERRC OL red clay tiles 
than any other make. Prices for special 
work on app 


A. FRASER 
(Brick & Tile Manfrs.) Limited 
INCHCOONANS BRICK & TILE WORKS 
ERROL, PERTHSHIRE 


BOSTWICK 
METALWORK 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION & 
OUTSTANDING EXCELLENCE 


GATE 
BOSTWICK SATE Co. Ltd. 
Original Patentees of the Collapsible Gate 


HYTHE ROAD, WILLESDEN, N.W.10 
LADbroke 366! 


Telephone 


20 


FARNWORTH B.C. a) 36 houses, 
Plodder Lane No. 1 site b) Borough 
Engineer, Town Hall. (c) £2 e) Jan 
14 

GIPPING R.C. (a) 10 houses at Combs 
and 4 houses as Greeting St. Peter b 
Engineer and Surveyor, Council Offices, 
Needham Market, Nr. Ipswich. (c) £3 
e) Jan. 16. 


HAVERFORDWEST R.C. a) Public 
convenience at Llangwm b) Council's 
Engineer, 20, Picton Place c) ign. (e 
Jan. 18 


KINGSBRIDGE R.C. a) 2 pairs of 
houses at Kellaton, Stokenham. b) Coun 
cil’s Architect, Manor House c) 2gns 
(e) Jan. 7. 

LEEDS C.C. (a) Veter re shelter at 
Cross Flats Park, Beeston. (b) City Archi 
tect, Priestley House, Hill 
Ign. (e) Jan 
LEEDS C.C. (a) (Contract No. 475) 6 
houses, Gipton Estate, (Contract No. 476 
12 houses, Gipton Estate, (Contract No 
453) 8 houses and 20 flats, Swinnow 
Estate, (Contract No. 477) 20 houses, 
Swinnow Estate, Contract No. 478) 36 
flats, Swinnow Estate, (Contract No, 479 
42 flats, Swinnow Estate, (Contract No 
480) 36 flats, Beckett Park Estate, (Con 
tract No. 481) 60 flats, Moortown (‘West 
Estate and (Contract No. 482) 60 flats, 


Moorside Estate b) City) Architect, 
Priestley House, Quarry Hill. (c) £1 each 
contract e) Jan. 22 


LEEDS C.C. (a) Public convenience at 
Farnley Park b) City Architect, Priest- 
ley House, Quarry Hill c) lgn e 
Jan. 14 

LONDON—EAST HAM B.C. sa) Con 
tract No. 51, 66 houses at Ingrave, near 
Brentwood b) Chief Housing Officer, 
Town Hall, E.6. (c) Sgns. (e) Jan. 7 


LONDON—GREENWICH B.C. a 1 
18 flats in 3-storev blocks at Invicta Road, 
Blackheath, (2) 16 flats in a 3-storey block 
wt Kinveaghy Gardens, Charlton, and (3 
i2 flats in a 3-storey block at Ashburn 
ham Place, Greenwich b) Borough 
Engineer, Town Hall, Greenwich High 
Road, S.E.10, stating s 
d) Jan. 9 


cheme or schemes 


MARKET HARBOROUGH UC. a lo 


houses, Southern Estate b) Lyndon 
Rowen, 39, High Street £2 
Jan. 21 

MIDDLESBROUGH B.C. $a) 22, 18, 16 
and 34 houses at Berwick Hills (3rd 
development b) Borough Engineer, 
Municipal Building 2gn 
Jan. 14 


N. IRELAND— ARMAGH E.C. i 
h b) W. R 


( ourthouse 


1, Education Office 
c) Sens ¢) Jan. 14 


RAYLEIGH U.C. (a) § pairs of houses, 
Vernon Avenuc b) Council’s Clerk, 
Council Offices, 28, High Y 

Feb 


SALE BROOKS INSTITU TE. i 
Extensions and improvement of Brook 
Institute, Ashton-upon-Mersey, Sale, for 
Frustees of Brooks Inst tute and Corpora 
tion b) Mr. J. Cocker, 5, Market Street 
Altrincham c) 2gn e) Jan. 21 


THE ARCHITECT and B 


EVANS LIFTS 


ABBEY LANE, LEICESTER. 


London Office: 
66 VICTORIA STREET S.W.1. 


DOMESTIC 
WATER HEATING 


BASIC ENGINEERING PRINCIPLES 
OF ELECTRIC & SOLID FUEL 
INSTALLATIONS 
By Ronald Grierson, 


M.I.E.E., M.1.MECH.E. 


Besides setting out the principles of the 
subject, this book gives a critical 
analysis of current practice in the supply 
of hot water for domestic purposes 
The author deals mainly with the 
combination of an electric immersion 
heater and thermostat with a con- 
ventional hot-water storage tank, in 
conjunction with a coal- or coke-fired 
domestic water heater, this. being 
arranged either as a “‘ back-boiler” or 
as an independent unit. 


25s. net. By post 25s. 7d. 


Obtainabie from ail booksellers or direct from 
ILIFFE & SONS LTD., DORSET HOUSE, 
STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, S.E.1. 


JOINTLESS FLOORING 


By THE LIOTEX ASBESTOS FLOORING 
co. LTD 
Prices and Samples on Request 
10 29, Jarrow Road, London, S.E.16 
Bermondsey 4341 23 


STRUCTURAL 


STEELWORK | 
FOR THE | 


THE REQUIREMER 


| 50 0 span Factory Extension 
Messrs. Fred Tractor & 
ment Co., Ltd, 2 
ncessionaires 
NORTHARC ORGANISATION 
260 Langham Road, Toitenham, London, N.15 


SALFORD C.C i) (Cont 


Repairs to 37 
Borough 
Stockton Road 


sw ANSEA B.« a) First instalment 


ilateral school at Pelnan. (b) Boroug 


itect, The Guildhall c) £5 d 


Jan. 14 


WARWICK B.C. (a) ‘Contract 


houses at Stratford Road ct 
No. 2 t Geor Road 

Bor | B 

WEST RIDING £ C 1) Technic 


college at Cavendish Road, Keighley 
County 


field Road aket eld, afte Jar 25th 

2gn e) March 3 

WESTMORI AND C.C 1) Old person 
hor ounty Architect 
Co d re I 1) J 


PLACED 


Notes on contracts piaced state locality and 
authority in bold type with (/) type of work, 
(2) site, (3) name of contractor and address, 


(4) amount of mnees or estimate denotes 
that work not start pending final 
acceptance or obtaining of cence, or 


modification of tenders, etc 


BUILDING 


WALTHAM HOLY a U.D.C 
44. 2 ster Hill 
Es 3) Jen ier 
His Road, Woodford Essex 
HESTER CORPORATION 
flat Baguley Hil J. ¢ 
Darley Ltd. » Higher York Street 


Manche 


WAKEFIELD CORPORATION 


GUILDFORD R.D.C 1) 38 dwelling 
2) Loanacre site, Ast 3) E. Clarke and 
So 


Surrey 4, 35¢ 


BRISTOL CORPORATION, (1) Schoo! 
2) Hartcliff 3) Wil | 


liam (owln and 


R 3 I H Road 
lo Bee N id 
F. | Lid., Brid S t 
Lx I 48 es 4 
£74.) £68.03 » £38 re 


WAKEFIELD CITY Cot 


114 use Ket ry state 3 
Harlow and Milner irrengate 
Waket 

Bl RTON TOWN COUNCIL 1 
Second part of hool 2) Hillsid 3 


Tho ne ind Sons, Curzon Str 


: Contract No. 2) 4 houses at Lower 
Broughton Road, for police 0) 
Engineer’s Office, Town Hall c) 2gns 
each contract e) Jan. 31 
ot properties in various street 
Architect, Grange House 
e) lan. 18 
| 
| | 
l 
114 houses 2) Kettlethorpe Estate 3 
Harlow and Milner. Ltd., Warrengate, 
Wakefield 
| 
| 
Sor Ltd Stre B 4 
£125,119 
SS ILKESTON, NOTTS 1) 52 and 48 
1 H Ltd 
al 
| 
| Bur I 4) €82.4] 


THE ARCHITECT and B 


PRIM ARY BU ILDING SUPPLIES 


comptchensive Sotwice fo Scotland .. 


Composition brick in standard size produced in our own brick- 
fields and delivered to all parts of Scotland and for shipment to 
The Isles and Northern Ireland. 


WORKS AT: 
SUMMERSTON, GLASGOW, N.W. BLACKHILL, GLASGOW, N.W. 
BISHOPBRIGGS, GLASGOW,N.W. HOLYTOWN, LANARKSHIRE. 


Supplied either in standard grades or to special specification 
QUARRIES: GLASGOW, EDINBURGH, DUMBARTONSHIRE, 
DUNDEE, LONDON, 


(ROUND LIMESTONE, STONE, GRANITE 


Quarry : Wester Bleaton, Crushed Crushed, Sets, 
near Blairgowri and Tarred. Aggregates, etc. 
Associate Company : SCOTTISH CEMENT SALES LTD., 


All brands of Portland and Coloured Cements. 


~ KEIR & CAWDER LTD. 


Brickmakers . Quarrymasters 


Builders’ Merchants 
109, STREET, GL ASG OW, 


<AVEL, GLASGOW 
: MAYFAIR 8766 9 


leley 
t 


LONDON OFFIC E : 9 UPPER GROSVENOR STREET, W.1 


Furniture for 


Spec ial Necds 


HEAL’S 


CONTRACTS LID 


4 
| 
BP ae, 
> | 
| = 
j 
Heal’s have wide experience in th : | 
ind good design are of primar 
be glad t place the ser ol their : 
velvet ar 
19 ro; 
‘ 


for housing 


-~AN ARCHITECT’S COMMENT 


No. 123 
Double Switch for I-gang box 


NEW 


ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES LTD. 
136—8 Mary St., Birmingham, 12. Tel: Calthorpe 2621 
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“CALLOW ROCK’ 


Gas-burnt 
WHITE LIME 


is a Non-hydraulic, Class A 
Quicklime for Plastering 
Finishing Coat, Coarse Stuff 
and Building Mortar, 


conforming to British Standard 


Specification No. 890—1940 


The Callow Rock Lime 
Company. Ltd. 


Cheddar. Somerset 


PROPELLER 


ELECTRIC 
| FANS 


FOR EFFICIENT VENTILATION 
MATTHEWS & YATES LTD 


(Member of the Fan Mamufacturers Assoc: etion tte) 
Heating and Ventilating Engineers 
SWINTON (MANCHESTER) and LONDON 
Telephones SWigton 2273 (4 lines) LONOON, CHAncery 7823 (3 lines) 
GLASGOW . LEEDS . BIRMINGHAM + CARDIFF 


FOR 


ACID RESISTING 
VITREOUS STONEWARE 


PIPES 


ENAMELLED FIRECLAY SINKS 
URINALS and CHANNELS 
CLAZED BRICKS & TILES 
FIREBRICKS & FIRECHEEKS 


THOS. WRAGG « sons ur. 
SWADLINCOTE, nr. Burton-on-Trent 


and subsidiaries 


JAMES WOODWARD LTD GEORGE JENNINGS, 
SWADLINCOTE, PARKSTONE 
Nr. {BURTON - ON- TRENT DORSET 


can offer unrivalled quality backed by 
80 years’ experience 


Catalogues and prices on application 


London Office: 39 VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.! 


See see — 
i! 
F 
| 
i! 
i 
i 
CWA il 
| 
= | 
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DAY AND MARTIN 
Guttoduce- “WEY WIN 


WATER WAX EMULSION POLIS 


H 


With the advent of Synthetic Tiles for 


Many ff 


flooring, a mew problem arose—how to 
maintain the hard surface and original pattern 


DAY & MARTIN have solved the problem by 
producing “DAYMAR"’ a Water Wax Emulsion Polist 


Prepared specially for the purpase; non-skid; will not bleact 
colour from tiles and gives a pleasing shine with minimum of labour TRADE INQUIRIES 


Sold in half gallon, one gallon, 5 gallon drums and 40 gallon barrels 


Suitable for Rubber and Composition Floors. 


ANDO FIX 
THE SWITCHGEAR. 


Ger that new plant into action quickly—speed up the fixings ! 
Machinery and equipment? Bolt it down same day with Rawlbolts. 
Screw fixings—wiring, lighting, pipes, switchgear and the 1 


>st—nx 
them fast, firm and permanently with Rawlplugs. Rawlplugs are the FIXING DEVICES 
world’s speediest, vibration-proof fixing devices—in brick, cement, 
concrete and all types of masonry. WRITE FOR TECHNICAL LITERATURE 
Use Rawlplug Fixing Devices where “‘ speed is the essence of the contract” 


THE RAWLPLUG COMPANY LIMITED -§ CROMWELL ROAD -« LONDON 


23 
| 
lll be | 
LUG 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


PPOINTMENTS CONTRACTS TENDERS 


per inch Single Column Close for press Ist post Vionday for following Thursday Lssue 


APPOINTMENTS APPOINTMENTS—contd. AUCTION SALE 


MINISTRY OF WORKS 


EDINBURGH CORPORATION SEARLES HOUSE, FLETCHING, SUSSEX 


P[PHERE are vacancies in the Chief Architect's SENIOR DEPUTE CITY ARCHITE¢ 
tANTS and LEADING AR‘ 


TURAL office of City Architect acant 
ASSISTANTS with recognised and fair i October, 19 The ¢ 

xperience Successfu be er applications for the appointment now SENIOR 


f Publ ic Buildings 


EDINBURGH 


CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES 


A Re HITECTURAI DRAUGHTSMAN 
‘ female 1 { t 


nee 


ABERDEEN HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS [nent ane per 


vercent’ MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 


HARBOUR ENGINEER'S DEPARTMENT 


ICATIO are invite post allowance “up to Free pa Libera RATE | 6d. e, average 
"ASSISTANT m full s Cat tt t 
t be a prepa separately. Semi-d 


BOX NOS 


SKIPTON RURAL 


DISTRICT COUNCIL 


her 951 1s 
er, 1951 [604 


GOVERNMENT OF NORTHERN IRELAND 


PPLICATIONS are oun PPLICATIONS are 
suntment 
established post of ARCHITECT. ‘GR ADE 
the Ministry of Health and Local ) Department at 4 comr Grad S! NIOR a tant | n West Englar 
Che salary scale is £575 by £25 to Ill of the Nationa $45 per t towr fice Wid 
A commencing salary above the minimum annum) according to qualificatic rience ind wher pret i and 4 
ay be paid to candidates possessing special qualifi Applicants mu ‘ able \ work a g ProsT ght 
sions and experience the preparation as Pl i 
Candidate mt be Registered Architects by up and dealing wi unts f ¢ 
samination and experience Housing Contracts FORD I I 
up-t da e ho and some The appointment will be subject t cay work uf I 
sptitude standards 4 j IB erier a 
t design and construction a) the ocal Government work week 
be en to ¢ who served 4 pe 
war-ti pr ding the me i a A g. 8 g ag a g and 
suct can t Staff A Ilfor 
will be able t lischarge medical exatr and R 968 
the duties efficie nt 


d 


Applic ations, giving date of birth 
alifications and experience 
opies of two recent testimonials 


rena CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES, Lt 
Gen her 4 Div a t r two 
Applicauions, stating age t 


to the Director of Establishments ence, present and previ c 
P.nance, Storr aS with recent testimonials 
t later than 1 *Qu irveyor t be del ed 
{ not later than the 21st Januar 19 
UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY 
SENIOR LECTURESHIP, OR LECT RESHIP 
IN ARCHITECT yranville reet 
Skipton 
A PPI ICATIONS are invited for an appointment rd January, 19 ate , 
4 to the teaching staff of the Faculty of Archi ae , 
tecture The status and commencing salary will LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL 
be fixed according to qualifications and expenence 
The salary range for a Senior Lecturer is BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING 


£1,050 £1,300 per annum; for a Lecturer £650 
£1,000 (Australian) per annum; to which is added a I sis ee D as soon as possible, LECTURER 
cost of ng adjustment (at present £159 males N NLDING CO 


£121 females with annual increments of £50 cants poten be graduates of a Bri fland f 
The salary is subsect to deductions under the State Associates of R.I.B.A. or Institute ¢ < and 
Superannuation Act and should have 
The successful applicant will be required to take had ¢ 0d professional or industrial experience i Box 6028 
p duties as soon as possible cluding large scale construction ience of 63 
Further particulars and information as to the teaching S rRUCTURAIL draughtsmar q j for 
method of application may be obtained from the Salary £900 * £25 £1,000, plus London allow Le Spa area, exper 2g of ’ 
Secretary, Association of Universities of the British ance Furthe particulars and appl form It ings and alteratic 4 know 
Commonwealth, §, Gordon Square, London, W.C.1 stamped essed foolscap envelope) from the ledge of t ng work wo 
The closing date for the receipt of applications is Secretary School, Ferndale Road, S$.W.4, t Copies of tes and j 
ied March, 1982 [6088 be returned by 22nd January, 1952 1827 6087 3013 


| 
d 
atc 
ON 
cy 4 
ablishment trat nce i ar k M 
Six coy ot ications and relevant do Oa 
é Salary Architectural Assistants £340-£57S per with nar f D ar 
per annum. Starting pay will be assessed accord 19 
to age, qualifications and experience Phese STORRAI , 
ate are for London; 4 sma deduction i made Tov \ 
the Provinces City Chambers ng Boa 
Although these are not established posts, many of rd Ja Il. BANNISTER & 
em have long term possibilities and compenutions 
held periodically to fill established vacancic RY 
A etals of expenence and locality preferred, t H H 
Street, London, refer: | 
Street, London, quoting refer nt 
0 BS {$763 Tar k t P 
t three urs int nstance 
The appointment will be m pr t 
1 
C804 rising to £1,008 a 
concrete and general building design and co SINGLE. Apply at once by lett iting age 
truction. Preference will be given to candidates ett ind f parti tion and forwarding replies 
t son Xperience property procedure and qualificatior ind experience and ntioning thi j 
the preparation of reports. The salary £4 £62 panes to the Crown Agents for the ¢ ies, 4, PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances payable 
according t gualiticatior rising ¢ annual incre Miullbank Londor SW q tins t to ffe & Sons Ltd Dorset House Stamford 
nts of £15. Applications stating age and qualifi- \497895/A. The Crown Agents cannot undertak aaa pe 
ations, with fetal experience two acknowledge all applications and will « 
witt I f recent testimonials, should be lodged } pl t ted tor further 
witt pic te only with applicar selects ceoted for errors 
vith the Harbour Engineer, IS. Regent Quay.  deration No responsibility accepted for errors } 
‘ Aberdec not later than I%th January, 1952 
Aberd l2th D 
IT. 
t 
| 
t } 
as 
| 
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SERVICES OFFERED PLANT FOR 


SALE INSURANCE 


NG at S & Lt A® Please write Proposal Forn 

1 St E J. SAXBY cory Broker 
4 a, Carfax, Hor Sussex. T x 668 


ANTITY 


NISSEN HUTS, ETC. 


ONDITIONED 
tured t 


CONTRACTS WANTED 


MISCELLANEOUS 
WANTED 


FOR SALE 


VW quality fibr ted ery-grown plants 
j l ar ar Onr 3 25 
anc 


respectively 


Practical Books on 


Indispensable to all who are 


Welding 


concerned 


with assembly, repair and maintenance 


GAS WELDING 
M.I.MECH.& 
available 


Py 
Practica 
textbook 
equipment I 


AND CUTTING: 
M.INST.W. A comprehensive 
Iding and cutting 


the Best Techniques. C. G. BAINBRIDGE 
ing practical information on almost the whole range of 
processes 15s. net. By post 15s. 6d 
E. SEYMOUR 
with cutting and shaping material, 
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